October 2, 2015

On September 1st, 2015, we sent a letter to the President and the Attorney General endorsing
Senator Sheldon Whitehouse’s call for a RICO investigation “of corporations and ot}}er
organizations that have knowingly deceived the American people about the risk of climate
change, as a means to forestall America’s response to climate change.” In this letter, we cited six
credible source documents ~ books, an academic journal articles and a report from Unton of
Concerned Scientists — that carefully document the sustained, strategic and intentional deceptions

of many organizations about climate science and climate change.

Shortly thereafter, one of us posted the letter to the website of the Institute for Global
Environment and Society (IGES), a non-profit organization started in 1993 to conduct research,
with the aim of improving scientific understanding and prediction of the variations in the earth’s
climate. Posting the letter on the IGES website was regrettable, as it needlessly complicated the
dissolution of IGES that is scheduled for December 31%, 2015. The plan to dissolve IGES was
made more than three years ago. Posting our letter to the President on the IGES website was an
error in judgment, as it needlessly embroiled IGES in an action that we undertook as concerned
citizens. The letter has been removed from the IGES website, and we are working to identify

another website where it can be re-posted.

This letter has caused concern among some scientists who do not agree with the scientific
consensus on human-caused climate change, including some who we consider to be friends,
because they misinterpreted our letter. Somehow — perhaps as a result of gross
mischaracterizations of our letter by climate denial bloggers — these scientists came to see our
Jetter as calling for criminal investigation of scientists who reject the scientific consensus on
climate change. This is not at all the case. Our letter never once makes reference to individuals,
be they scientists or bloggers, instead suggested an "investigation of corporations and other
organizations" such as oil and coal lobby groups. We are not calling for contrarian scientists or
bloggers to be investigated for expressing their beliefs about climate change. Freedom of speech
and freedom of scientific exploration are critical rights that should always be respected. We
wish to apologize to any scientist or blogger who mistakenly concluded that we were calling for

an investigation into their activities.

There is much published credible evidence suggesting that some fossil fuel companies and other
organizations broke the law by lying to the public about climate risk. We ask our government to
investigate this evidence. Organizations that knowingly mislead the public about a clear and
present danger — thereby robbing many innocent people of their lives and livelihoods — should b
held accountable for their actions. Our government’s investigation into the deadly lies of the
tobacco industry provides a clear precedent for this sort of investigation.

In conclusion, we stand by our request that corporations and other organizations that have
knowingly deceived the American people about the risk of climate change be investigated to
determine if they knowingly deceived the public about climate science. And we wish to be clear
that we are not suggesting that scientists or bloggers should be investigated for expressing their

beliefs.
Jagadish Shukla, George Mason University, Fairfax, VA
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In conclusion, we stand by our request that corporations and 9ther organizatiops tha? have
knowingly deceived the American people about the risk qf cllmatfa change be mve_stlgated to
determine if they knowingly deceived the public about climate science. And we wish to be cle_ar
that we are not suggesting that scientists or bloggers should be investigated for expressing their

beliefs.
Jagadish Shukla, George Mason University, Fairfax, VA

Edward Maibach, George Mason University, Fairfax, VA

Paul Dirmeyer, George Mason University, Fairfax, VA

Barry Klinger, George Mason University, Fairfax, VA

Paul Schopf, George Mason University, Fairfax, VA

David Straus, George Mason University, Fairfax, VA

Edward Sarachik, University of Washington, Seattle, WA

Michael Wallace, University of Washington, Seattle, WA

Alan Robock, Rutgers University, New Brunswick, NJ

Eugenia Kalnay, University of Maryland, Coliege Park, MD

William Lau, University of Maryland, College Park, MD

Kevin Trenberth, National Center for Atmospheric Research, Boulder, CO
T.N. Krishnamurti, Florida State University, Tallahassee, FL

Vasu Misra, Florida State University, 'I‘aliah'assee, FL

Ben Kirtman, University of Miami, Miami, FL

Robert Dickinson, University of Texas, Austin, TX

Michela Biasutti, Earth Institute, Columbia University, New York, NY
Mark Cane, Columbia University, New York, NY

Lisa Goddard, Earth Institute, Columbia University, New York, NY
Alan Betts, Atmospheric Research, Pittsford, VT
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From: Elizabeth 1 Woodley

To: Jagadish Shukia

Ce: paul A Dirmever; Edward W Maibach; Barry A Klinger; Paul S Schapf; David M. Straus; Edwin K Schneider
Subject: RE: FOIA Request for E-mails

Date: Wednesday, September 30, 2015 8:50:01 AM

Attachments:

GMU Shuiia et al RICO Records Request.odf
SMU Shukla G i Confiicts Records Request.odf

Good morning Professor Shukla,

Please find the attached request. Yesterday | received a second request (also attached); l am
working to locate those documents, Any documents that | produce | will first send to the employee
mentioned in them so that he may review them for private information which may be exempt
from FOIA.

Thank you,
Elizabeth

Elizabeth Woodley, J.D.

FOIA Compliance Officer

George Mason University
Compliance, Diversity, and Ethics
Phone: {703) 993-5115

From: Jagadish Shukia
Sent: Tuesday, September 29, 2015 10:53 PM
To: Elizabeth I Woodley

Cc: Paul A Dirmeyer; Edward W Maibach; Barry A Klinger; Paul S Schopf; David M. Straus; Edwin K
Schneider

Subject: Re: FOIA Request for E-mails

Dear Elizabeth,
I just saw your email.
Could you please forward the original request? Thank you.

Regards,
Shukia

University Professor, George Masan University
President, Institute of Global Environment & Society
Research Hall, Room 105

George Mason University, MSN: 2B3

1400 University Dri

Fairfax, VA 22030 USA
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dissolution of IGES that is scheduled for December 31%, 2015. The plan to dissolve IGES was
made more than three years ago. Posting our letter to the President on the IGES website was an
error in judgment, as it needlessly embroiled IGES in an action that we undertook as concerned
citizens. The letter has been removed from the IGES website, and we are working to identify

another website where it can be re-posted.

This letter has caused concern among some scientists who do not agree with the scientific
consensus on human-caused climate change, including some who we consider to be friends,
because they misinterpreted our letter. Somehow — perhaps as a result of gross
mischaracterizations of our letter by climate denial bloggers — these scientists came to see our
letter as calling for criminal investigation of scientists who reject the scientific consensus on
climate change. This is not at all the case. Our letter never once makes reference to individuals,
be they scientists or bloggers, instead suggested an "investigation of corporations and other
organizations" such as oil and coal lobby groups. We are not calling for contrarian scientists or
bloggers to be investigated for expressing their beliefs about climate change. Freedom of speech
and freedom of scientific exploration are critical rights that should always be respected. We
wish to apologize to any scientist or blogger who mistakenly concluded that we were calling for

an investigation into their activities.

There is much published credible evidence suggesting that some fossil fuel companies and other
organizations broke the law by lying to the public about climate risk. We ask our government to
investigate this evidence. Organizations that knowingly mislead the public about a clear and
present danger — thereby robbing many innocent people of their lives and livelihoods — should b
held accountable for their actions. Qur government’s investigation into the deadly lies of the
tobacco industry provides a clear precedent for this sort of investigation.

In coqclusion, we stand by our request that corporations and other organizations that have
knowingly deceived the American people about the risk of climate change be investigated to
determine if they knowingly deceived the public about climate science. And we wish to be clear
that we are not suggesting that scientists or bloggers should be investigated for expressing their

beliefs.
Jagadish Shukla, George Mason University, Fairfax, VA
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In conclusion, we stand by our request that corporations and other organizations tha? have
knowingly deceived the American people about the risk of climate change be inve§t1gated to
determine if they knowingly deceived the public about climate science. And we wish to be clear
that we are not suggesting that scientists or bloggers should be investigated for expressing their

beliefs.
Jagadish Shukla, George Mason University, Fairfax, VA

Edward Maibach, George Mason University, Fairfax, VA

Paul Dirmeyer, George Mason University, Fairfax, VA

Barry Klinger, George Mason University, Fairfax, VA

Paul Schopf, George Mason University, Fairfax, VA

David Straus, George Mason University, Fairfax, VA

Edward Sarachik, University of Washington, Seattle, WA

Michael Wallace, University of Washington, Seattle, WA

Alan Robock, Rutgers University, New Brunswick, NJ

Eugenia Kalnay, University of Maryland, College Park, MD

William Lau, University of Maryland, College Park, MD

Kevin Trenberth, National Center for Atmospheric Research, Boulder, CO
T.N. Krishnamurti, Florida State University,' Tallahassee, FL

Vasu Misra, Florida State University, Tallahassee, FL

Ben Kirtman, University of Miami, Miami, FL

Robert Dickinson, University of Texas, Austin, TX

Michela Biasutti, Earth Institute, Columbia University, New York, NY |
Mark Cane, Columbia University, New York, NY

Lisa Goddard, Earth Institute, Columbia University, New York, NY
Alan Betts, Atmospheric Research, Pittsford, VT
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from: Elizabeth 1 Woodley

To: Jagadish Shukia

Cc: Paul A Dirmever; Edward W Maibach; Barry A Kiinger, Paul S Schopf; David M. Straus; Edwin K Schoelder
Subject: RE: FOIA Reguest for E-mails

Date: Wednesday, September 30, 2015 8:50:01 AM

Attachments:

GMU Shukia et al RICO Records Request.pdf
MU Shukia Consuiting Canflicts Records R ¢ pdf

Good morning Professor Shukla,

Please find the attached request. Yesterday | received a second request (also attached); | am
working to locate those documents. Any documents that | produce | will first send to the employee

mentioned in them so that he may review them for private information which may be exempt
from FOIA.

Thank you,
Elizabeth

Elizabeth Woodley, J.D.

FOIA Compliance Officer

George Mason University
Compliance, Diversity, and Ethics
Phone: {703} 893-5115

From: Jagadish Shukia
Sent: Tuesday, September 29, 2015 10:53 PM
To: Elizabeth I Woodley

Cc: Paul A Dirmeyer; Edward W Maibach; Barry A Klinger; Paul S Schopf; David M. Straus; Edwin K
Schneider
Subject: Re: FOIA Request for E-mails

Dear Elizabeth,
| just saw your email.
Could you please forward the original request? Thank you.

Regards,
Shukla

University Professor, George Mason University
President, Institute of Global Environment & Society
Research Hall, Room 105

George Mason University, MSN: 2B3

1400 University Dri

Fairfax, VA 22030 USA



From: Edward W Maibach

To: J Shukla
Subject: Re: Letter to Senator Sheldon Whitehouse
Date; Monday, July 27, 2015 8:22:39 AM

Good point about starting with an affirmation of the scientific consensus (given that | have
published a half dozen studies showing that it is an effective message).

When you make your edits, 1 suggest starting the letter with the following statement:

Based on the evidence, more than 97% of climate scientists are convinced that human-caused
climate change is happening.

Edward Maibach, MPH, PhD

University Professor, Department of Communication
Director, Center for Climate Change Communication
George Mason University, MS 6A8

Fairfax, VA 22030
www.climatechangecommunication.org

From: } Shukla <shukla@iges.org>
Sent: Monday, July 27, 2015 6:04 AM
To: Edward W Maibach

Subject: Re: Letter to Senator Sheldon Whitehouse

Dear Ed,

This is a great letter, References to the articles and books adds intellectual weight to the
letter. Some of my fellow climate scientists had suggested earlier that as climate scientists,

we should should say something about the overwhelming scientific evidence of human
caused climate change. They would also like to see a draft.

After I go to GMU today, | will make some minor revisions to your letter and share it with
GMU scientists.

Please go ahead and contact UCS and EDF. Today I also plan to contact the legal assistant of
Senator Whitehouse.

Regards,
Shukla

On Jul 25, 2015, at 10:12 AM, Edward W Maibach <emajbach@gmu.edu> wrote:
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because they misinterpreted our letter. Somehow — perhaps as a result of gross
mischaracterizations of our letter by climate denial bloggers — these scientists came to see our
letter as calling for criminal investigation of scientists who reject the scientific consensus on
climate change. This is not at all the case. Our letter never once makes reference to individuals,
be they scientists or bjoggers, instead suggested an "investigation of corporations and other
organizations" such as oil and coal lobby groups. We are not calling for contrarian scientists or
bloggers to be investigated for expressing their beliefs about climate change. Freedom of speech
and freedom of scientific exploration are critical rights that should always be respected. We
wish to apologize to any scientist or blogger who mistakenly concluded that we were calling for

an investigation into their activities.

There is much published credible evidence suggesting that some fossil fuel companies and other
organizations broke the law by lying to the public about climate risk. We ask our government to
investigate this evidence. Organizations that knowingly mislead the public about a clear and
present danger — thereby robbing many innocent people of their lives and livelihoods — should be
held accountable for their actions. Our government’s investigation into the deadly lies of the
tobacco industry provides a clear precedent for this sort of investigation.

In conclusion, we stand by our request that corporations and other organizations that have
knowingly deceived the American people about the risk of climate change be investigated to
determine if they knowingly deceived the public about climate science. And we wish to be clear
that we are not suggesting that scientists or bloggers should be investigated for expressing their

beliefs.
Jagadish Shukla, George Mason University, Fairfax, VA



s

e m———— v A -

In conclusion, we stand by our request that corporations and other organizations that. have
knowingly deceived the American people about the risk of climate change be invc§t1gated to
determine if they knowingly deceived the public about climate science. And we wish 1o be clear
that we are not suggesting that scientists or bloggers should be investigated for expressing their
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Edward Sarachik, University of Washington, Seattle, WA

Michael Wallace, University of Washington, Seattle, WA

Alan Robock, Rutgers University, New Brunswick, NJ

Eugenia Kalnay, University of Maryland, College Park, MD
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From: Elizabeth I Woodley

To! Jagadish Shukla

Ce: Paul A Dirmever; Edward W Maihach; Barry A Klinger; Paul S Schopf; David M. Straus; Edwin K Schoeider
Subject: RE: FOIA Reguest for E4mails

Date: Wednesday, September 30, 2015 8:50:01 AM

Attachments:

GMU Shukia et al RICO Records Request.pdf
GMU Shukla G 1o Conflicts Records Request.pdf

Good morning Professor Shukla,

Please find the attached request. Yesterday | received a second request (also attached); | am
working to locate those documents, Any documents that | produce | will first send to the employee
mentioned in them so that he may review them for private information which may be exempt
from FOIA.

Thank you,
Elizabeth

Elizabeth Woodley, 1.D.

FOIA Compliance Officer

George Mason University
Compliance, Diversity, and Ethics
Phone: {703) 993-5115

From: Jagadish Shukia
Sent: Tuesday, September 29, 2015 10:53 PM
To: Elizabeth 1 Woodley

Cc: Paul A Dirmeyer; Edward W Maibach; Barry A Klinger; Paul S Schopf; David M. Straus; Edwin K
Schneider
Subject: Re: FOIA Request for E-mails

Dear Elizabeth,
| just saw your email.
Could you please forward the original request? Thank you.

Regards,
Shukla

University Professor, George Mason University
President, Institute of Global Environment & Society
Research Hali, Room 105

George Mason University, MSN: 283

1400 University Dri

Fairfax, VA 22030 USA
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From: Edward W Maibach

To: LShukia

Subject: Re: Letter to Senator Sheldon Whitehouse
Date: Monday, July 27, 2015 8:22:39 AM

Good point about starting with an affirmation of the scientific consensus (given that | have
published a half dozen studies showing that it is an effective message).

When you make your edits, | suggest starting the letter with the following statement:

Based on the evidence, more than 97% of climate scientists are convinced that human-caused
climate change is happening.

Edward Maibach, MPH, PhD

University Professor, Department of Communication
Director, Center for Climate Change Communication
George Mason University, MS 6A8

Fairfax, VA 22030
www.climatechangecommunication.org

From: ) Shukla <shukla@iges.org>

Sent: Monday, July 27, 2015 6:04 AM

To: Edward W Maibach

Subject: Re: Letter to Senator Sheldon Whitehouse

Dear Ed,

This is a great letter. References to the articles and books adds intellectual weight to the
letter. Some of my fellow climate scientists had suggested earlier that as climate scientists,
we should should say semething about the overwhelming scientific evidence of human
caused climate change. They would also like to see a draft.

After 1 go to GMU today, | will make some minor revisions to your letter and share it with
GMU scientists.

Please go ahead and contact UCS and EDF. Today 1 also plan to contact the legal assistant of
Senator Whitehouse,

Regards,
Shukla

On Jul 25, 2015, at 10312 AM, Edward W Maibach <emaibach@gmu.edu> wrote:
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From: 1.5hukla
To: Edward W Maibach
Subject; Re: Letter t¢ Senator Sheidon Whitehouse - Telephone Call?
Date: Monday, July 27, 2015 11:38:24 AM
Attachments: Letter to President & AG.docx
ATT00001 htm

Thanks Ed. Please find attached the revised letter with minor edits as per your suggestion. |
would like to first send it to some of my fellow Climate Dynamics faculty who were the first
to respond enthusiastically (Klinger, Schopf, Straus) to get their feedback.

Is there a good time today that I could give you a call just for a few minutes? If yes, please text

me on my cell (240-472-0547) what time I should call you. If not, here are some of the
questions [ would like to discuss with you.

1. Should we wait to get consent of a large number of scientists and send a single letter
jointly? Or should we send the first batch of letters from GMU faculty (BTW, Andrew Light

said he will be willing to join) and then contact scientists in other institutions and attach our
letter as an example? ’

2. The letter as you have drafted is cc’d to our Representatives and Senators. I was thinking
that we should also send a shorter letter directly addressed to individual Senators and
Congressmen attaching our letter to the President and AG. What do you think?

Regards,
Shuklia



