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| thank the autghors for their response to my comments. The authors ask for some
clarification as to why | found the results "cryptic". | would ask them to re-read my
comments, as | give reasons there. None-the-less | reiterate here that categorising
species not only results in most of the information in their hard won trait data being
jettisoned, but makes it hard to see what the overall pattern is, based on their figures.

On the modelling approach, perhaps | should have been more clear in my earlier com-
ment. | don’t think the appproach employed is a rigorous way of examining trait-climate-
wood production relationships. These seem like great data you have collected and
could be put to much better use. In my comments | really intended to encourage the
authors to find a more cogent means for using their data to address their questions. |
am quite confident that | would not be alone in finding their current approach uncon-
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vincing, and not worthy of publication.
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