
TO:   The Honorable Josh Shapiro, Governor

CC:   Honorable Kim Ward, President pro tempore, Pennsylvania Senate
 Honorable Joe Pittman, Majority Leader, Pennsylvania Senate
 Honorable Jay Costa, Minority Leader, Pennsylvania Senate
 Honorable Joanna McClinton, Speaker, Pennsylvania House
 Honorable Matthew Bradford, Majority Leader, Pennsylvania House
 Honorable Bryan Cutler, Minority Leader, Pennsylvania House

DATE:  Monday, July 10, 2024

SUBJECT:  Lifeline Scholarships 

Dear Governor Shapiro, 

Black Pastors United for Education is a network of pastors and congregations that strategically 
partners to educate under-resourced children in non-traditional learning spaces. We, 
along with our allies in the religious community, advocate for laws and policies that protect 
educational freedom and opportunities. 

As religious leaders, we speak for our congregations and communities who want 
educational options that best suit the unique needs and desires of our parents, children, 
and neighborhoods. We believe that every child in Pennsylvania deserves educational 
options curated to their unique needs and interests. We empower the voices of parents and 
guardians, as well as community and religious leaders, to tell lawmakers that every child in 
Pennsylvania should have access to a quality education, regardless of zip code, background, or 
circumstance.  

Consequently, we have three specific requests:

1. Fully and properly fund our public schools. We want to be part of a robust conversation 
that includes several groups and results in a multi-year strategy and commitment to 
properly invest, sustain, and secure funding for our public schools. We recognize the 
need for high-quality traditional public schools.

2. Enact Lifeline Scholarships for children in Pennsylvania’s lowest-performing schools. 
These scholarships open doors, provide access, extend relief, and empower our 
communities to build schools and education environments that work for our kids.

3. Oppose cuts to public cyber charter schools. In Pennsylvania, public charter schools 
and cyber charter schools educate and serve a higher percentage of low-income and 
non-white students than traditional school districts. Our parents are choosing cyber 
charter schools as the only free alternative educational option for their children. 



It is time for Pennsylvania to lead our nation in educational opportunity. We must work 
intentionally, collaboratively, strategically, and compassionately for our children and our state. 
We, Black Pastors United for Education and our allies in the religious community, want to 
build a future that properly cares for every child in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. 

Governor Shapiro, we remember when you told us you wanted to revolutionize education 
in Pennsylvania. Now is the time to lead us into that future. We urge you to act—to make 
education a non-partisan issue, boldly dismiss the politics that prevent progress, and 
comprehensively fund and secure educational freedom and opportunity. We encourage both 
the Pennsylvania House and Senate to support this effort, advocate for children, and do what 
is right. 

Now is the time for courage. Now is the time for you to lead this effort. We are ready to stand 
with you in standing up for ALL children!

Sincerely, 

FROM: 

Listed Alphabetically by Last Name. Affiliations for identification purposes only. 

Reverend Joshua C. 
Robertson 
Black Pastors United for 
Education
HARRISBURG 

Reverend Brenda Alton, 
PhD
Brenda Alton Ministries 
HARRISBURG

Pastor Logan Ames
Friendship Community 
Church
DOVER

Reverend Aaron 
Anderson, CEO 
Logos Academy
YORK

Pastor Tommy Arnold
Rescue Community Church
HARRISBURG

Deacon Joshua Barker
The Rock Church
HARRISBURG

Pastor Darryl Canady 
Rodman Street Missionary 
Baptist Church
PITTSBURGH

Pastor J. Christopher 
Barmore 
Church of God in Christ
PHILADELPHIA

Bishop Lovick Bellinger 
Heavenly Temple Cathedral 
Church, Inc
PHILADELPHIA 

Rev. Dr. Anthony Brown
Mount Calvary Baptist 
Church 
YORK 

Pastor Pedro Casillas 
Vida Church A/G
POTTSTOWN 

Pastor Tony Cruz
Assemblies of God
MILTON

Minister Jennie Dallas
Gospel Fellowship Church 
HARRISBURG 

Bishop Jayson Davenport
New Life Christian Church 
HARRISBURG 

Pastor John Decker
Morning Star Fellowship
QUAKERTOWN

Pastor Walter Dockens Jr
Trinity Church of 
Harrisburg 
HARRISBURG 

Pastor Nathaniel Gadsden
Life Esteem Ministries 
Redeemed Christian 
Church of God
HARRISBURG

Pastor J. Anthony Gilbert 
Another Level Ministries
WEXFORD

Pastor Joseph Green
St Paul Missionary Baptist 
HARRISBURG

Shawn Harrison, Director 
of Youth Ministry 
Rock City Learning Center
HARRISBURG 

Reverend Nate Howard
Christian and Missionary 
Alliance 
MIDDLETOWN

Edward Hughes, Director 
of Major Gifts
Archbishop Ryan High 
School
PHILADELPHIA



Pastor Todd Johnson 
First Immanuel Baptist Church 
PHILADELPHIA

Pastor Montez Jones
Judah Ministries Church
COATESVILLE

Reverend Robert EC Jones Jr
Theist Temple Church
NORRISTOWN 

Rev. Dr. Mark K. Kearse
Cornerstone Baptist Church
YORK

John Marinacci, President
St. Joseph’s Prep
PHILADELPHIA

Pastor Mel Masengale
Summit Church
INDIANA

Senior Pastor Samuel 
Masteller
Freedom Life Church
CHRISTIANA

Kathleen McCartney, 
Director of Advancement
Villa Maria Academy
MALVERN

Deaconess Ann Marie 
McEwen
The Rock Church
HARRISBURG

Reverend Jameson 
McLaughlin
Goodwin Memorial Baptist 
Church 
HARRISBURG

Pastor Alec Millen
One City Church
LANCASTER

Elder Charles Mitchell
Presbyterian Church in 
America
MECHANICSBURG

John Niehls, Head of School
Coventry Christian Schools
POTTSTOWN

Pastor Bob Oliver
New Covenant Church 
PHILADELPHIA 

Andy Phillips, Founding CEO
Logos Academy Harrisburg
HARRISBURG

Pastor Michael Pickreign
Cornerstone Christian 
Fellowship
MOUNTAIN TOP

Elder Tiffiney Portee
Redeeming Life Fellowship 
HARRISBURG 

Deacon Mark Potts
The Rock Church
HARRISBURG

Shane Priebe, Pastor 
Living Hope Community 
Church
NESCOPECK

Pastor John Reese
New Jerusalem Church of God 
in Christ 
PHILADELPHIA 

Reverend Christian C. 
Robertson
At the Cross COGIC
HARRISBURG

President Joseph Sanginiti
Archbishop Ryan High School
PHILADELPHIA

Pastor Edelmiro Santana
First Bilingual Christian 
Church of Harrisburg 
HARRISBURG 

Pastor Thomas Sappie
River Mountain Chapel
ONEIDA

Rev. Dr. Dred Scott
Sowers Of The Seed
HARRISBURG

Bishop Anthony Sease
New Covenant Community 
Church
YORK

Susan Selby, CEO
Immanuel Christian School, 
Hazleton
HAZLETON

Thomas Smith, Chief 
Academic Officer
Bishop McCort Catholic 
Academy
JOHNSTOWN

Pastor R Matthew Spencer
Tower of Pentecost Church of 
God In Christ
PHILADELPHIA

Reverend Emily Sutphin
PCUSA
MECHANICSBURG

Pastor Matthew Tarr
High Point Baptist Church
LARKSVILLE

Pastor W Thompson
Macedonia Baptist Church
NEWTOWN

Pastor Gerardo Toro
First Bilingual Christian 
Church of Harrisburg 
HARRISBURG 

Brother Sheldon Waters
The Rock Church
HARRISBURG

Minister Chad Weaver
The Rock Church
HARRISBURG

Kurt Weaver, Director
Church Ambassador Network 
HARRISBURG 

Pastor Daquann Williams 
Freedom City Connection
HARRISBURG 

Reverend Gladys Willis
First Redemption Evangelical 
Church
PHILADELPHIA


