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The Doctoral Consortium (DC) for the 2013 ACM/IEEE Joint Conference on Digital Libraries 

(JCDL) was held in Indianapolis, IN, on July 22, 2013.  The goal of the Doctoral Consortium is 

to support the next generation of researchers in the field of digital libraries by providing an 

opportunity for presentation, discussion and constructive feedback on dissertation research in 

progress.  An international Advisory Panel of prominent professors and experienced practitioners 

in the field of digital library research reviewed all submissions, and acted as respondents to the 

student presentations. 

Eleven doctoral students from diverse institutions participated in the 2013 DC.   Participants 

were selected by a Program Committee on the basis of extended abstracts of their doctoral 

research.  Their submissions were judged on their originality, significance, correctness, and 

clarity, and on the potential for benefit to their research in progress. Students selected to 

participate in the event were given the opportunity to revise their extended abstracts based on 

reviewers’ comments.  The revised papers were made available to the participants and the 

Advisory Panel in an informal proceedings. During the DC, participants presented their work and 

responded to questions and comments from other students and the Advisory Panel.  Following 

the Doctoral Consortium in July, participants were invited to submit their papers for publication 

in this Special Issue of the IEEE Bulletin of the Technical Committee on Digital Libraries, after 

revision based on the feedback they received.  All 11 of the participants chose to participate in 

this Special Issue. 

 

The papers represent the diversity of current research in the field of digital libraries.  At the DC, 

sessions were structured around four general themes:  User Interaction, Network Analysis, Data 

and Archiving, and Social Factors.  Within these broad themes, many topics were addressed, 

including  preservation, scholarly communication, information retrieval, data management, web 

archiving, and scholarly networks. 

 

We are grateful to the members of the Program Committee and the Advisory Panel who took part 

in the reviewing process and participated in the DC event.   We also thank the sponsors for their 

support:  the National Science Foundation who provided travel funding for the student 

participants (NSF Award No. 1341309, IIIS), and other sponsors:  ACM SIGWEB, ACM SIGIR, 

IEEE TCDL, and the University of British Columbia. 
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