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I

(Acts whose publication is obligatory)

COMMISSION REGULATION (EC) No 686/2002
of 22 April 2002

establishing the standard import values for determining the entry price of certain fruit and
vegetables

THE COMMISSION OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European
Community,

Having regard to Commission Regulation (EC) No 3223/94 of
21 December 1994 on detailed rules for the application of the
import arrangements for fruit and vegetables (1), as last
amended by Regulation (EC) No 1498/98 (2), and in particular
Article 4(1) thereof,

Whereas:

(1) Regulation (EC) No 3223/94 lays down, pursuant to the
outcome of the Uruguay Round multilateral trade nego-
tiations, the criteria whereby the Commission fixes the
standard values for imports from third countries, in
respect of the products and periods stipulated in the
Annex thereto.

(2) In compliance with the above criteria, the standard
import values must be fixed at the levels set out in the
Annex to this Regulation,

HAS ADOPTED THIS REGULATION:

Article 1

The standard import values referred to in Article 4 of Regula-
tion (EC) No 3223/94 shall be fixed as indicated in the Annex
hereto.

Article 2

This Regulation shall enter into force on 23 April 2002.

This Regulation shall be binding in its entirety and directly applicable in all Member States.

Done at Brussels, 22 April 2002.

For the Commission

Franz FISCHLER

Member of the Commission

(1) OJ L 337, 24.12.1994, p. 66.
(2) OJ L 198, 15.7.1998, p. 4.
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ANNEX

to the Commission Regulation of 22 April 2002 establishing the standard import values for determining the
entry price of certain fruit and vegetables

(EUR/100 kg)

CN code Third country
code (1)

Standard import
value

0702 00 00 052 116,1
204 108,3
212 115,1
999 113,2

0707 00 05 052 131,9
220 237,0
999 184,4

0709 90 70 052 117,9
204 28,2
999 73,0

0805 10 10, 0805 10 30, 0805 10 50 052 65,8
204 46,6
212 50,7
220 54,2
600 53,3
624 78,7
999 58,2

0805 50 10 052 48,9
999 48,9

0808 10 20, 0808 10 50, 0808 10 90 060 34,8
388 105,9
400 124,0
404 103,5
508 83,7
512 90,6
524 72,9
528 82,0
720 137,0
804 111,4
999 94,6

0808 20 50 388 79,2
512 72,3
528 83,6
999 78,4

(1) Country nomenclature as fixed by Commission Regulation (EC) No 2020/2001 (OJ L 273, 16.10.2001, p. 6). Code ‘999’ stands for ‘of
other origin’.
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COMMISSION REGULATION (EC) No 687/2002
of 22 April 2002

concerning the classification of certain goods in the Combined Nomenclature

THE COMMISSION OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European
Community,

Having regard to Council Regulation (EEC) No 2658/87 of 23
July 1987 on the tariff and statistical nomenclature and on the
Common Customs Tariff (1), as last amended by Commission
Regulation (EC) No 578/2002 (2), and in particular Article 9
thereof,

Whereas:

(1) In order to ensure uniform application of the Combined
Nomenclature annexed to the said Regulation, it is
necessary to adopt measures concerning the classi-
fication of the goods referred to in the Annex to this
Regulation.

(2) Regulation (EEC) No 2658/87 has set down the general
rules for the interpretation of the Combined Nomencla-
ture. Those rules also apply to any other nomenclature
which is wholly or partly based on it or which adds any
additional subdivision to it and which is established by
specific Community provisions, with a view to the
application of tariff and other measures relating to trade
in goods.

(3) Pursuant to the said general rules, the goods described in
column 1 of the table annexed to the present Regulation
must be classified under the CN codes indicated in
column 2, by virtue of the reasons set out in column 3.

(4) It is appropriate that binding tariff information issued by
the customs authorities of Member States in respect of
the classification of goods in the Combined Nomencla-

ture and which does not conform to the provisions of
this Regulation, can continue to be invoked, under the
provisions in Article 12(6) of Council Regulation (EEC)
No 2913/92 of 12 October 1992 establishing the
Community Customs Code (3), as last amended by Euro-
pean Parliament and Council Regulation (EC) No 2700/
2000 (4), for a period of three months by the holder.

(5) The measures provided for in this Regulation are in
accordance with the opinion of the Customs Code
Committee,

HAS ADOPTED THIS REGULATION:

Article 1

The goods described in column 1 of the annexed table are
classified within the Combined Nomenclature under the CN
codes indicated in column 2 of the said table.

Article 2

Binding tariff information issued by the customs authorities of
Member States which does not conform to the provisions of
this Regulation can continue to be invoked under the provi-
sions of Article 12(6) of Regulation (EEC) No 2913/92 for a
period of three months.

Article 3

This Regulation shall enter into force on the 20th day
following its publication in the Official Journal of the European
Communities.

This Regulation shall be binding in its entirety and directly applicable in all Member States.

Done at Brussels, 22 April 2002.

For the Commission

Frederik BOLKESTEIN

Member of the Commission

(1) OJ L 256, 7.9.1987, p. 1. (3) OJ L 302, 19.10.1992, p. 1.
(2) OJ L 97, 13.4.2002, p. 1. (4) OJ L 311, 12.12.2000, p. 17.
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Description of the goods Classification
(CN code) Reasons

(1) (2) (3)

ANNEX

1. Product (of dimensions L ×W × H = 52,5 × 25 × 4,5 cm),
designed to hold surgical instruments, consisting of two sepa-
rate parts of moulded and perforated plastic

The two parts are held together, one on top of the other, with
metallic clips on each side. The upper part has two metallic
handles

The lower part incorporates compartments, specially shaped
to hold the instruments

The product is presented without the surgical instruments

See photograph A (*)

3926 90 99 Classification is determined by the provisions of General Rules 1
and 6 for the interpretation of the Combined Nomenclature, and
by the wording of CN codes 3926, 3926 90 and 3926 90 99

The product cannot be considered as being an accessory of a
surgical instrument or appliance of CN code 9018

2. A hand-held global-positioning device (of dimensions
H ×W × D = 8 × 17,3 × 6,5 cm), with a 16-colour LCD
display (of a diagonal screen-measurement of 10,4 cm) and
several control buttons. The device has a 12-parallel-channel
receiver capable of continuously tracking and using 12 satel-
lites to compute and update positions, as well as a detachable
antenna, and operates using either batteries or a 10 to 35 V
DC adapter

It is supplied with the following accessories:

yoke mount, a low-profile remote antenna, a cigarette-lighter
adapter, a cable to update data, a manual and a carrying-case

See photograph B (*)

8526 91 90 Classification is determined by the provisions of General Rules 1
and 6 for the interpretation of the Combined Nomenclature, and
by the wording of CN codes 8526, 8526 91 and 8526 91 90

The apparatus does not fulfil the conditions of Section II, para-
graph B, of the preliminary provisions of the Combined Nomen-
clature, in that it is not considered as being for incorporation
into a civil aircraft

3. An article consisting of an aluminium platform to stand on,
which is connected to a small wheel at the back. The front is
connected to a height-adjustable and lockable steering
column. The steering column is provided with a small wheel
and handle bar grips

The article is capable of being folded at the connection
between the steering column and the platform

The article is suitable to be ridden by both children and adults

See photograph C (*)

9501 00 90 Classification is determined by the provisions of General Rules 1
and 6 for the interpretation of the Combined Nomenclature,
Note 1 to Section XVII and the wording of the CN codes 9501
and 9501 00 90

The product is considered to be a wheeled toy designed to be
ridden by children even though it may be used by adults

The wording of heading 9501 does not preclude the use of such
articles by adults

4. An unassembled plastic model (1:200) of a Boeing TM 767-
300ER aeroplane with the dimensions (l × w × h)
27 × 24,5 × 8 cm. The model consists of the following
elements:

— a fuselage or principal body
— 2 wings, each carrying a motor
— a tail plane
— a tail fin
— a standard
— a pedestal

The pedestal and both sides of the body carry the name of an
airline company. The tail fin, the motors and the pedestal
carry the logo of an airline company

See photograph D (*)

9503 20 10 Classification is determined by the provisions of General Rules 1
and 6 for the interpretation of the Combined Nomenclature, and
the wording of the CN codes 9503, 9503 20 and 9503 20 10

The article is a reduced-size model for recreational purposes

(*) The photographs are purely for information.
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COMMISSION REGULATION (EC) No 688/2002
of 22 April 2002

supplementing the Annex to Regulation (EC) No 2301/97 on the entry of certain names in the
register of certificates of specific character provided for in Council Regulation (EEC) No 2082/92

on certificates of specific character for agricultural products and foodstuffs (Panellets)

THE COMMISSION OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European
Community,

Having regard to Council Regulation (EEC) No 2082/92 of 14
July 1992 on certificates of specific character for agricultural
products and foodstuffs (1), and in particular Article 9(1)
thereof,

Whereas:

(1) In accordance with Article 7 of Regulation (EEC) No
2082/92, Spain has forwarded an application to the
Commission for the name ‘Panellets’ to be entered in the
register of certificates of specific character.

(2) The description ‘traditional speciality guaranteed’ can
only be used with names entered in that register.

(3) No objection under Article 8 of that Regulation was sent
to the Commission following the publication in the
Official Journal of the European Communities (2) of the
name set out in the Annex hereto.

(4) As a consequence, the name set out in the Annex should
be entered in the register of certificates of specific char-
acter and thereby protected as a traditional speciality

guaranteed within the Community pursuant to Article
13(1) of Regulation (EEC) No 2082/92.

(5) The Annex hereto supplements the Annex to Commis-
sion Regulation (EC) No 2301/97 (3), as last amended by
Regulation (EC) No 244/2002 (4),

HAS ADOPTED THIS REGULATION:

Article 1

The name in the Annex hereto is added to the Annex to
Regulation (EC) No 2301/97 and entered in the register of
certificates of specific character in accordance with Article 9(1)
of Regulation (EEC) No 2082/92.

It shall be protected in accordance with Article 13(1) of that
Regulation.

Article 2

This Regulation shall enter into force on the 20th day
following its publication in the Official Journal of the European
Communities.

This Regulation shall be binding in its entirety and directly applicable in all Member States.

Done at Brussels, 22 April 2002.

For the Commission

Franz FISCHLER

Member of the Commission

(1) OJ L 208, 24.7.1992, p. 9. (3) OJ L 319, 21.11.1997, p. 8.
(2) OJ C 5, 9.1.2001, p. 3. (4) OJ L 39, 9.2.2002, p. 11.

ANNEX

Bread, pastry, cakes, confectionery, biscuits and other baker's wares

— Panellets
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COMMISSION REGULATION (EC) No 689/2002
of 22 April 2002

amending, for the fifth time, Council Regulation (EC) No 1705/98 concerning the interruption of
certain economic relations with Angola in order to induce the ‘União Nacional para a Indepen-
dência Total de Angola’ (UNITA) to fulfil its obligations in the peace process, and repealing

Regulation (EC) No 2229/97

THE COMMISSION OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European
Community,

Having regard to Council Regulation (EC) No 1705/98 of 28
July 1998 concerning the interruption of certain economic
relations with Angola in order to induce the ‘União Nacional
para a Independência Total de Angola’ (UNITA) to fulfil its
obligations in the peace process, and repealing Regulation (EC)
No 2229/97 (1), as last amended by Commission Regulation
(EC) No 271/2002 (2), and in particular Article 9 thereof,

Whereas:

(1) Article 9 of Regulation (EC) No 1705/98 empowers the
Commission to amend the Annexes to the Regulation
on the basis of determinations by either the competent
authorities of the United Nations or the Government of
Unity and National Reconciliation of Angola or in the
case of Annex VIII on the basis of information and
notification supplied by the Member States.

(2) Annex VII to Regulation (EC) No 1705/98 lists the
names of persons covered by the freeze of funds under
that Regulation. On 6 March 2002 the Angola Sanctions
Committee determined to amend the list of persons and
entities to whom the freeze of funds shall apply and
therefore Annex VII to Regulation (EC) No 1705/98, as
amended, should be amended accordingly.

(3) Annex VIII to Regulation (EC) No 1705/98 lists the
names and addresses of the competent national authori-
ties. The Government of Germany has informed the
Commission of certain corrections of the address of
German competent authority and therefore Annex VIII
should be amended accordingly,

HAS ADOPTED THIS REGULATION:

Article 1

Regulation (EC) No 1705/98 should be amended as follows:
— In Annex VII, the following names should be removed:

Baptista, João ‘Zaboba’
Sapalalo, V. Motoso Salumbo

— In Annex VIII, Deutsche Bundesbank should be listed as:
‘Deutsche Bundesbank
Wilhelm-Epstein-Straße 14
D-60431 Frankfurt/Main
Tel. (49-69) 95 66-1’.

Article 2

This Regulation shall enter into force on the day following its
publication in the Official Journal of the European Communities.

This Regulation shall be binding in its entirety and directly applicable in all Member States.

Done at Brussels, 22 April 2002.

For the Commission

Christopher PATTEN

Member of the Commission

(1) OJ L 215, 1.8.1998, p. 1.
(2) OJ L 45, 15.2.2002, p. 16.
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REGULATION (EC) No 690/2002 OF THE EUROPEAN CENTRAL BANK
of 18 April 2002

amending Regulation (EC) No 2818/98 (ECB/1998/15) on the application of minimum reserves

(ECB/2002/3)

THE GOVERNING COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN CENTRAL
BANK,

Having regard to the Statute of the European System of Central
Banks and of the European Central Bank, and in particular to
Article 19.1 thereof,

Having regard to Council Regulation (EC) No 2531/98 of 23
November 1998 concerning the application of minimum
reserves by the European Central Bank (1), as amended by
Regulation (EC) No 134/2002 (2), and in particular to Article 2
thereof,

Whereas:

Regulation (EC) No 2818/98 of the European Central Bank of
1 December 1998 on the application of minimum reserves
(ECB/1998/15) (3), as amended by Regulation (EC) No 1921/
2000 (ECB/2000/8) (4), should be amended for the following
reasons:

(1) Directive 2000/28/EC (5) extended the definition of
credit institutions contained in Article 1, point 1, first
subparagraph, of Directive 2000/12/EC of the European
Parliament and of the Council of 20 March 2000
relating to the taking up and pursuit of the business of
credit institutions (6) to electronic money institutions. In
order to clarify that electronic money institutions will be
subject to minimum reserve requirements for reasons of
equal treatment between the various categories of elec-
tronic money issuers, the reference to the definition of
credit institutions contained in Article 2(1) of Regulation
(EC) No 2818/98 (ECB/1998/15) should be amended
accordingly.

(2) Pursuant to Article 2(2) of Regulation (EC) No 2818/98
(ECB/1998/15), the ECB may exempt institutions which
are subject to winding-up proceedings from reserve
requirements on a non-discriminatory basis.

(3) It is appropriate for reasons of efficiency to establish a
general rule according to which credit institutions will
be automatically exempted from reserve requirements
for the whole maintenance period within which they
cease to exist as such.

(4) The rules regarding withdrawal or lapse of the author-
isation to carry on the business of a credit institution

have been harmonised by Article 14 of Directive 2000/
12/EC.

(5) It is necessary for the automatic exemption procedure in
the event of winding-up proceedings to apply without
prejudice to the possibility of applying for an exemption
under Article 2(2) of Regulation (EC) No 2818/98 (ECB/
1998/15) for the purposes of specific features of
national procedures.

(6) It is necessary to expressly clarify the obligation to
include in the reserve base the liabilities of an institution
vis-à-vis a branch of the same entity, or vis-à-vis the
head office or registered office of the same entity, which
are located outside participating Member States.

(7) The possibility of the Eurosystem conducting in parallel
more than one main refinancing operation, with such
operations having different maturities, requires an
amendment to the formula concerning the calculation of
the remuneration of holdings of required reserves,

HAS ADOPTED THIS REGULATION:

Article 1

Regulation (EC) No 2818/98 (ECB/1998/15) is amended as
follows:

1. Article 2(1) is replaced by the following:

‘1. The following categories of institutions shall be
subject to reserve requirements:

(a) credit institutions as defined in Article 1, point 1, first
subparagraph, of Directive 2000/12/EC of the European
Parliament and of the Council (*) relating to the
taking-up and pursuit of the business of credit institu-
tions, other than participating NCBs;

(b) branches of credit institutions as defined in Article 1,
point 1, first subparagraph, of Directive 2000/12/EC,
other than participating NCBs; these include branches of
credit institutions which have neither their registered
nor their head office in a participating Member State.

Branches of credit institutions established in partici-
pating Member States which are located outside partici-
pating Member States shall not be subject to reserve
requirements.

(*) OJ L 126, 26.5.2000, p. 1.’

(1) OJ L 318, 27.11.1998, p. 1.
(2) OJ L 24, 26.1.2002, p. 1.
(3) OJ L 356, 30.12.1998, p. 1.
(4) OJ L 229, 9.9.2000, p. 34.
(5) OJ L 275, 27.10.2000, p. 37.
(6) OJ L 126, 26.5.2000, p. 1.
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2. Article 2 is amended as follows:

(a) The following subparagraph is inserted at the begin-
ning of paragraph 2:

‘2. Without being under an obligation to submit
any request, an institution shall be exempted from
reserve requirements from the start of the mainte-
nance period within which its authorisation is with-
drawn or renounced, or within which a decision to
submit the institution to winding-up proceedings is
taken by a judicial authority or any other competent
authority of a participating Member State.’

(b) In paragraph 2(a), the words ‘winding-up proceedings
or’ are deleted.

3. The following sentence is inserted at the end of para-
graph 1 of Article 3:

‘If an institution has liabilities vis-à-vis a branch of the
same entity, or vis-à-vis the head office or registered
office of the same entity, which are located outside
participating Member States, it shall include such liabilities
in the reserve base.’

4. Article 8(1) is replaced by the following:

‘1. Holdings of required reserves are remunerated at
the average, taken over the maintenance period, of the
ESCB's rate (weighted according to the number of
calendar days) for the main refinancing operations
according to the following formula (whereby the result is
rounded to the nearest cent):

Where:

Rt = remuneration to be paid on holdings of required
reserves for the maintenance period t

Ht = average daily holdings of required reserves for
the maintenance period t

nt = number of calendar days in the maintenance
period t

rt = rate of remuneration on holdings of required
reserves for the maintenance period t. Standard
rounding of the rate of remuneration to two
decimals will be applied

i = ith calendar day of the maintenance period t

MRi = marginal interest rate for the most recent main
refinancing operation settled on or before
calendar day i. Where more than one main refi-
nancing operation is conducted for settlement on
the same day, a simple average of the marginal
rates of the operations conducted in parallel is
used.’

Article 2

Entry into force

This Regulation shall enter into force at the beginning of the
maintenance period starting during the month following its
publication in the Official Journal of the European Communities.

This Regulation shall be binding in its entirety and directly applicable in all Member
States.

Done at Frankfurt am Main, 18 April 2002.

On behalf of the Governing Council of the
ECB

Willem F. DUISENBERG
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II

(Acts whose publication is not obligatory)

COMMISSION

COMMISSION DECISION
of 18 December 2001

laying down detailed rules for the implementation of Council Decision 2000/596/EC as regards
management and control systems and procedures for making financial corrections in the context of

actions co-financed by the European Refugee Fund

(notified under document number C(2001) 4372)

(2002/307/EC)

THE COMMISSION OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European
Community,

Having regard to Council Decision 2000/596/EC of 28
September 2000 establishing a European Refugee Fund (1), and
in particular Article 24 thereof,

Having consulted the Committee set up under Article 21(1) of
Decision 2000/596/EC,

Whereas:

(1) To ensure sound financial management of the assistance
granted from the European Refugee Fund (the Fund), the
Member States need to establish guidelines for the
organisation of the tasks of the authority responsible for
implementing co-financed actions.

(2) To ensure that Community funds are utilised in accord-
ance with the principles of sound financial management,
the Member States need to introduce management and
control systems that provide a sufficient audit trail, and
to lend the Commission any assistance it requires to
carry out checks, especially sample checks.

(3) To ensure that Community funds are used efficiently and
appropriately, uniform criteria should be established for
the checks carried out by the Member States under
Article 18 of Decision 2000/596/EC.

(4) To ensure uniform treatment of the declarations of
expenditure for which assistance is requested from the

Fund under Article 17(2) of Decision 2000/596/EC, a
model declaration of expenditure should be produced.

(5) To allow recovery, pursuant to Article 18(1) of Decision
2000/596/EC, of amounts unduly paid, Member States
need to inform the Commission of cases of irregularities
detected and the progress of administrative or legal
proceedings.

(6) Article 19(1) of Decision 2000/596/EC lays down that
Member States must make the financial corrections
required in connection with the individual or systemic
irregularity by cancelling all or part of the Community
contribution. To ensure that this provision is applied
uniformly throughout the Community, it is necessary to
lay down rules for determining the corrections to be
made and to provide for the Commission to be
informed.

(7) If a Member State fails to comply with its obligations
under Article 19(1) of Decision 2000/596/EC or under
Article 18, the Commission may itself make the financial
corrections under Article 18(4) of the same Decision.
Whenever this is possible and feasible, the amount of
the correction must be assessed on the basis of indi-
vidual files and must be equal to the amount of expendi-
ture wrongly charged to the Fund in accordance with
the principle of proportionality. Where it is not possible
or feasible to quantify the financial impact of the irregu-
larity accurately, or where it would be disproportionate
to cancel all the expenditure concerned, the Commission
should determine its corrections by extrapolation or at a
flat rate based on the extent and financial impact of the
irregularity that the Member State has failed to prevent,
detect or correct.(1) OJ L 252, 6.10.2000, p. 12.
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(8) Certain detailed rules for making the financial correc-
tions laid down in Article 19(1) of Decision 2000/
596/EC should be specified, and the same rules should
be made applicable in cases that fall under Article
18(4)(b) of the same Decision.

(9) Interest rates must be set for interest on account of late
payment in respect of any sum received unduly and to
be recovered that must be repaid to the Commission
under Article 19(3) of Decision 2000/596/EC.

(10) This Decision is to be applied without prejudice to the
provisions on recovery of State aid under Article 14 of
Council Regulation (EC) No 659/1999 of 22 March
1999 laying down detailed rules for the application of
Article 93 of the EC Treaty (1).

(11) This Decision is to be applied without prejudice to the
provisions of Council Regulation (Euratom, EC) No
2185/96 of 11 November 1996 concerning on-the-spot
checks and inspections carried out by the Commission
in order to protect the European Communities' financial
interests against fraud and other irregularities (2),

HAS ADOPTED THIS DECISION:

CHAPTER I

SCOPE AND DEFINITIONS

Article 1

This Decision lays down the detailed rules for implementing
Council Decision 2000/596/EC as regards management and
control systems for funding granted from the European
Refugee Fund (the Fund) and managed by the Member States,
and the procedure for making the financial corrections applic-
able to such funding.

Article 2

For the purposes of this Decision the following definition shall
be used:

(a) ‘responsible authority’: any authority appointed by a
Member State under Article 7 of Decision 2000/596/EC;

(b) ‘intermediary organisation’: any public administration or
non-governmental organisation to which the responsible
authority delegates responsibility for implementation under
Article 7 of Decision 2000/596/EC.

CHAPTER II

MANAGEMENT AND CONTROL SYSTEMS

Article 3

1. In application of Article 18(1)(c) of Decision 2000/
596/EC, Member States shall address guidelines to the respon-
sible authority and intermediary organisations to which
responsibility for implementation has been delegated.

Without prejudice to Article 18(1) of Decision 2000/596/EC,
the guidelines shall cover the organisation of the management
and control systems necessary to ensure the accuracy, regu-
larity and eligibility of requests for Community funding and
shall refer to the generally recognised standards of good
administrative practice set out in Annex I.

2. Where all or some of the responsible authority's tasks are
delegated to intermediary organisations, the guidelines referred
to in paragraph 1 shall lay down detailed rules concerning:

(a) the clear definition and allocation of tasks, especially as
regards management, payment, and checks on and verifica-
tion of compliance with:

(i) the conditions laid down in the Commission decisions
approving the requests for co-financing referred to in
Article 8 of Decision 2000/596/EC,

(ii) the rules on eligibility of expenditure set out in Annex
1 to Commission Decision 2001/275/EC (3), and

(iii) Community policies and action, especially those
relating to the competition rules, public procurement,
protecting and enhancing the environment, removing
inequalities and promoting equality between men and
women;

(b) the introduction of effective systems ensuring that the
intermediary organisations exercise their powers satisfac-
torily; and

(c) supplying the responsible authority with information on
the effective performance of their tasks and a description of
the means deployed.

3. Pursuant to Article 18(1)(b) of Decision 2000/596/EC,
Member States shall, no later than two months after this
Decision takes effect, send the Commission, in addition to the
information contained in the first request for co-financing, a
description of the management and control systems they have
set in place and of any improvements planned, taking partic-
ular account of the generally recognised standards of good
administrative practice set out in Annex I.

This description shall include the following information about
each responsible authority:

(a) the tasks assigned to it;

(b) the distribution of these tasks within the responsible
authority or intermediary organisation in such a way as to
ensure that management, payment, and control tasks are
sufficiently separate as to ensure sound financial manage-
ment;

(1) OJ L 83, 27.3.1999, p. 1.
(2) OJ L 292, 15.11.1996, p. 2. (3) OJ L 95, 5.4.2001, p. 27.
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(c) information on any intermediary organisations;

(d) the procedures for receiving, verifying and endorsing
requests for payment and for authorising and paying
expenses and entering them in the accounts;

(e) the provisions governing internal audits or equivalent.

4. The Commission shall examine the management and
control systems in cooperation with the Member States and
point out any shortcomings as regards the transparency of
checks on the operation of the Fund and the performance of
the Commission's duties under Article 274 of the EC Treaty.

Article 4

1. Member States' management and control systems shall
provide an adequate audit trail.

2. An audit trail shall be considered sufficient where it
permits:

(a) reconciliation of the summary accounts certified to the
Commission with the individual expenditure records and
supporting documents kept at the various administrative
levels and by the final beneficiaries, including the organ-
isations or firms responsible for implementing projects; and

(b) verification of the allocation and transfers of the available
Community and national funds.

An indicative description of the information requirements
for a sufficient audit trail is given in Annex II.

3. The responsible authority shall introduce procedures to
ensure that a record is kept of the location of all documents
relating to particular payments made under the national imple-
mentation programme in question and that the documents can
be produced for inspection if requested by:

(a) the staff of the authority responsible for handling requests
for payment,

(b) the national audit authorities who will carry out the checks
required under Article 5(1) of this Decision,

(c) the department or body of the responsible authority
entrusted with certifying requests for interim and final
payment provided for in Article 17 of Decision 2000/
596/EC, and

(d) the officials and authorised representatives of the Commis-
sion and the European Court of Auditors.

The officials and agents responsible for controls or those
empowered for that purpose may request copies of documents
referred to in this paragraph.

4. For a period of five years following the payment by the
Commission of the final balance in respect of any project, the
responsible authorities shall keep available for the Commission
all the supporting documents, i.e. the originals or versions
certified to be in conformity with the originals on commonly
accepted data carriers, regarding expenditure and checks on the

project concerned. This period shall be interrupted in the case
of legal proceedings or at the duly motivated request of the
Commission.

Article 5

1. Member States shall organise checks on projects on an
appropriate sampling basis, designed in particular to:

(a) verify the proper operation of the management and control
systems in place;

(b) verify selectively, on the basis of risk analysis, expenditure
declarations made at the various levels concerned.

2. The checks shall cover at least 20 % of the total eligible
expenditure for each national implementation programme and
a representative sample of the projects approved, taking
account of the requirements of paragraph 3. Member States
shall ensure an appropriate separation between checks and
implementation or payment procedures concerning projects.

3. The projects selected shall be identified, the sampling
method described and a report produced of the results of all
inspections and the action taken with regard to the anomalies
or irregularities discovered.

4. The sample of projects to be checked shall:

(a) include an appropriate mix of types and sizes of projects;

(b) take account of any risk factors which have been identified
by national or Community controls;

(c) reflect the concentration of projects under certain recipients
of grants, so that the main recipients are subject to at least
one check before the closure of each form of national
implementation programme.

Article 6

When carrying out checks, the Member States shall verify the
following:

(a) the effective application of the management and control
systems;

(b) for an adequate number of accounting records, the corre-
spondence of those records with the supporting documents
kept by the intermediary organisations to which the
responsible authority has delegated certain responsibilities
for implementation, the recipients of grants and, where
appropriate, the other organisations or firms involved in
project implementation;

(c) the presence of a sufficient audit trail;

(d) that the nature and date of the expenditure items corre-
sponds to Community requirements, to the requirements
specified during the national selection procedure, to the
terms of the contract or instrument granting the subsidy
and to the works actually executed;
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(e) that the use or intended use of the project is consistent
with the objectives set out in the national implementation
programme referred to in Article 8 of Decision 2000/
596/EC;

(f) that the Community financial contributions are within the
limits provided for in Article 13 of Decision 2000/596/EC
or in any other applicable Community provisions and are
paid to recipients without any reductions or delays;

(g) that the appropriate national co-financing has in fact been
made available, and

(h) that the co-financed projects have been implemented in
accordance with the requirements of Article 4 and Article
9(1) of Decision 2000/596/EC.

Article 7

The checks shall establish whether any problems encountered
are of a systemic character, carrying a risk for other projects
carried out by the same grant recipient or administered by the
same management authority. They shall also identify the causes
of such situations, any further examination which may be
required and the necessary corrective and preventive action.

Article 8

Member States shall inform the Commission each year in the
report referred to in Article 20(2) of Decision 2000/596/EC of
how they have applied Articles 5, 6 and 7 of this Decision
during the preceding year, completing or updating if necessary
the description referred to in Article 4(2).

Article 9

In the case of forms of assistance in which more than one
Member State participates or where there are beneficiaries in
more than one Member State, the Member States concerned
and the Commission shall agree on the administrative assis-
tance necessary for ensuring proper control.

CHAPTER III

DECLARATIONS OF EXPENDITURE

Article 10

1. Declarations of expenditure shall be certified following
the model provided in Annex IV by an individual or depart-
ment within the payment authority operating independently of
all authorising departments.

2. For all expenditure it declares to the Commission, the
responsible authority shall provide assurance that the national
implementation programmes are managed in accordance with
all the applicable Community regulations and that the funds
are used in accordance with the principles of sound financial

management. This assurance shall certify that the request for
co-financing covers only expenditure:

(a) that was actually incurred by the grant recipients, as
defined in Article 2(d) of Decision 2001/275/EC, during
the period of eligibility of the programme, as defined in the
decisions approving the requests for co-financing, and

(b) that relates to projects which were selected for co-financing
by the national implementation programme in question
according to the established selection criteria and proced-
ures and which complied with Community rules
throughout the period in which the expenditure was
incurred.

3. At the end of the programme, the final declaration laid
down in Annex IV shall be presented by the Member State
within six months. Failing this, the Commission shall automati-
cally close the programme and decommit the relevant appro-
priations.

4. Before submitting a request to the Commission, the
responsible authority shall verify the adequacy of the checks
carried out. The work performed shall be described in detail in
the final report referred to in Article 20(3) of Decision 2000/
596/EC. Checks shall cover the physical aspects and effective-
ness of projects, as well as their financial and accounting
aspects.

CHAPTER IV

FINANCIAL CORRECTIONS BY MEMBER STATES

Article 11

1. In the case of systemic irregularities, investigations under
Article 19(1) of Decision 2000/596/EC shall cover all the
projects liable to be affected.

2. When cancelling all or part of the Community contribu-
tion, Member States shall take into account the nature and
gravity of the irregularities and the financial loss to the Fund.

3. Member States shall inform the Commission, in a list
annexed to the report referred to in Article 20(2) of Decision
2000/596/EC, of any proceedings to cancel assistance initiated
in the course of the preceding year.

Article 12

1. Where amounts need to be recovered following the
cancellation of the Community contribution under Article
18(1)(g) of Decision 2000/596/EC, the department or organ-
isation responsible shall initiate the recovery procedure and
inform the responsible authority. Information on recovery shall
be passed on to the Commission and the accounts shall be kept
in accordance with Article 13 of this Decision.
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2. Member States shall inform the Commission in the report
referred to in Article 20(2) of Decision 2000/596/EC how they
have decided or propose to re-use the funds cancelled.

Article 13

The responsible authority shall keep an account of amounts
recoverable from payments of Community assistance that have
already been made and shall ensure that the amounts are
recovered without delay. After recovery, the responsible
authority shall reduce its next declaration of expenditure to the
Commission by an amount equal to the sums recovered, or, if
this amount is insufficient, it shall reimburse the Community.
The amounts to be recovered shall accrue interest from their
due date at the rate laid down in Article 94 of Commission
Regulation (Euratom, ECSC, EC) No 3418/93 of 9 December
1993 laying down detailed rules for the implementation of
certain provisions of the Financial Regulation (1) of 21
December 1977, as last amended by Regulation (EC) No 1687/
2001 (2), for the first working day of the month in which the
debt is due.

When submitting the report referred to in Article 20(2) of
Decision 2000/596/EC, Member States shall send the Commis-
sion a list of irregularities detected, indicating the amounts
recovered or awaiting recovery and, if appropriate, any
administrative or judicial proceedings launched with a view to
recovering amounts unduly paid.

CHAPTER V

FINANCIAL CORRECTIONS BY THE COMMISSION

Article 14

1. The amount of financial corrections made by the
Commission under Article 18(4)(b) of Decision 2000/596/EC
for individual or systemic irregularities shall be assessed wher-
ever possible and practicable on the basis of individual files and
be equal to the amount of expenditure wrongly charged to the
Fund, having regard to the principle of proportionality.

2. Where it is not possible or practicable to quantify
precisely the amount of irregular expenditure or where it
would be disproportionate to cancel all the expenditure
concerned, the Commission shall base its financial corrections
on:

(a) extrapolation, using a representative sample of transactions
that are homogeneous in nature; or

(b) a flat rate, in which case it shall assess the seriousness of
the infringement of the rules and the extent and financial
implications of the irregularity established.

3. Where the Commission bases its position on facts estab-
lished by auditors from outside its own departments, it shall
draw its own conclusions on the financial implications after
examining the measures taken by the Member State concerned
under Article 18(1) of Decision 2000/596/EC.

4. The period of time within which the Member State
concerned may respond to a request under Article 18(3) of
Decision 2000/596/EC shall be two months. In duly justified
cases, a longer period may be agreed by the Commission.

5. Where the Commission proposes financial corrections
determined by extrapolation or at a flat rate, the Member State
shall be given the opportunity to demonstrate, on the basis of
an examination of the files concerned, that the actual extent of
irregularity was less than the Commission's assessment. In
agreement with the Commission, the Member State may limit
the scope of this examination to an appropriate proportion or
sample of the files concerned. Except in duly justified cases, the
time allowed for this examination shall not exceed a further
period of two months after the two-month period referred to
in paragraph 4. The Commission shall take account of any
evidence supplied by the Member State within the time limits.

6. Where the Commission suspends payments under Article
19(2) of Decision 2000/596/EC, or where, after expiry of the
period referred to in paragraph 4, the reasons for the suspen-
sion remain or the Member State concerned has not notified
the Commission of the measures taken to correct the irregulari-
ties, Article 18(4) of Decision 2000/596/EC shall apply.

7. Guidelines on the principles, criteria and indicative scales
to be applied by Commission departments in determining the
flat-rate corrections are set out in Annex III to this Decision.

Article 15

1. Any repayment to the Commission under Article 19(3) of
Decision 2000/596/EC shall be made by the deadline set in the
recovery order drawn up in accordance with Article 28 of the
Financial Regulation of 21 December 1977 (3). This due date
shall be the last day of the second month following the issuing
of the order.

2. Any delay in effecting repayment shall give rise to interest
on account of late payment, starting on the due date referred to
in paragraph 1 and ending on the date of actual repayment.
The applicable rate of interest shall be that referred to in Article
13 of this Decision.

3. A financial correction under Article 19(2) of Decision
2000/596/EC shall not prejudice the Member State's obligation
to pursue recoveries under Article 18(1)(g) of Decision 2000/
596/EC and Article 12(1) of this Decision and to recover State
aid under Article 14 of Regulation (EC) No 659/1999.

(1) OJ L 315, 16.12.1993, p. 1.
(2) OJ L 228, 24.8.2001, p. 8. (3) OJ L 356, 31.12.1977, p. 1.
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CHAPTER VI

FINAL PROVISIONS

Article 16

Nothing in this Decision shall prevent Member States from applying national rules on control that are more
rigorous than those prescribed here.

Article 17

This Decision is addressed to the Member States.

Done at Brussels, 18 December 2001.

For the Commission

António VITORINO

Member of the Commission
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ANNEX I

STANDARDS OF GOOD ADMINISTRATIVE PRACTICE TO ENSURE SOUND FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT OF
ASSISTANCE GRANTED UNDER THE EUROPEAN REFUGEE FUND (ARTICLE 3)

1. Compliance with national and Community rules and accuracy of requests for payment

The responsible authorities or intermediary organisations to which certain tasks have been delegated should verify
compliance with national and Community legislation, and especially with the conditions laid down in the national
implementation programme approved by the Commission, the rules on the eligibility of expenditure under the Fund,
and where appropriate, on competition, public procurement, protecting and enhancing the environment, removing
inequalities and promoting equality between men and women, and should confirm that requests for payment are
justified and accurate, by checking tendering procedures, awards of contracts, progress in project implementation,
payments and the acceptance of works.

These checks shall be carried out by means of a control system. One of the principal tasks of the responsible
authority is to monitor the proper functioning of this control system.

2. Payments and recovery

2.1. The administrative unit responsible for making payments to recipients of grants must be in possession of documents
attesting that the grant has been awarded to the individual project and that the required administrative and physical
checks have been carried out. Accounting procedures should ensure that declarations are complete, accurate and
made in time, and that any error or omission is detected and corrected, in particular by way of verifications and
crosschecks made at regular intervals not exceeding three months.

The procedures set in place should ensure that the payment is made only to the claimant, to his bank account or to
his assignee. Payment should be executed by the authority's banker or, as appropriate, by a government payments
office, or a cheque should be sent where possible within five working days of the amount being charged to the
accounts. Procedures should be adopted to ensure that all payments for which transfers are not executed or cheques
not cashed in are credited to the Fund. The approval of the authorising official and/or his supervisor may be made by
electronic means, provided an appropriate level of security over these means is ensured, and the identity of the
signatory is entered in the electronic records.

2.2. The above paragraph shall apply by analogy to amounts (forfeited guarantees, reimbursed payments, etc.) that the
responsible authority is required to recover on behalf of the Fund. In particular, the authority should set up a system
for the recognition of all the amounts due to the Fund. This system should be inspected at regular intervals with the
aim of taking action to collect debts that are overdue.

The responsible authority may delegate to another body the task of collecting certain categories of recoverable
amount, provided that the conditions laid down in Article 2(b), duly adapted, are met and that the other body
reports to the authority at regular and timely intervals, not less than monthly, on all revenues recognised and monies
collected.

The responsible authority should introduce procedures to ensure that all claims are processed quickly.

3. Definition and standardisation of procedures and duties

3.1. The responsible authority should lay down in writing detailed procedures for monitoring project implementation
and for receiving, registering and processing claims, including a description of all documents that should be used.

3.2. The responsibilities of each official, authorised representative or person empowered for the purpose should be laid
down in writing, as should the limit of his powers in relation to finance.

3.3. Each official, authorised representative or person empowered for the purpose, who is responsible for authorisation
should be in possession of an exhaustive checklist detailing the verifications he is required to carry out, and should
insert in all documents supporting any claim his attestation that the checks have been carried out. There shall be
evidence of review of the work by a more senior official.

3.4. Where claims are processed using a computer system, access to the computer system shall be protected and
controlled in such a way that:
— all data entered in the system are properly validated to ensure that input errors are detected and corrected,
— no data may be entered, modified or validated by anyone other than the authorised officials, representatives or

persons empowered to whom individual passwords are attributed,
— the identity of each official, authorised representative or person empowered entering, or modifying, data or

programmes is recorded in an operations log.
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ANNEX II

INDICATIVE LIST OF THE INFORMATION REQUIRED FOR THE AUDIT TRAIL (ARTICLE 4)

An audit trail is deemed to be adequate within the meaning of Article 4(2) where, for a given national implementation
programme, the following requirements are met:

1. The accounting records kept at the appropriate management levels shall give detailed information on the expenditure
incurred for each co-financed project by recipients of grants. They shall give the date on which documents were drawn
up, the amount of each expenditure item, the nature of the accompanying document and the date and method of
payment. Necessary documentary evidence (invoices, etc.) shall be attached.

2. In cases where expenditure items relate only partly to a co-financed project, the accuracy of the allocation of the
amount between the co-financed project and other projects shall be demonstrated. The same applies to types of
expenditure deemed eligible within limits or in proportion to other costs.

3. The specifications and the project's financial plan, reports on project progress, documents relating to the grant of aid,
tendering procedures and awards of contracts, etc., shall also be kept at the appropriate management level.

4. For the purpose of notifying expenditure actually incurred to an intermediary body between the recipient(s) of grants
that implement the projects and the responsible authority designated under Article 7 of Decision 2000/596/EC, the
information required under paragraph 1 shall be combined in a detailed statement of expenditure setting out, for each
project, all the expenditure items with a view to calculating the total certified amount. The detailed statements of
expenditure constitute supporting documents for the accounting records of the intermediate body.

5. The intermediary organisations shall keep accounting records for each project and for the total amounts of expenditure
certified by the recipients of grants that implement the projects. Intermediate organisations reporting to the responsible
authority shall submit to that authority a list of approved projects for each national implementation programme,
indicating for each project its full name and that of the recipients of the grant implementing it, the date on which the
assistance was granted, the amounts committed and paid, the expenditure period concerned and the total amount of
expenditure per measure. This information shall constitute the accompanying file in the accounting records of the
responsible authority and the basis for drawing up declarations of expenditure to be submitted to the Commission.

6. Where the grant recipients implementing the projects report directly to the responsible authority, the detailed
statements of expenditure referred to in paragraph 4 shall constitute the accompanying files of the accounting records
kept by the responsible authority, which shall draw up the list of co-financed projects referred to in paragraph 5.

7. Where more than one intermediary body intervenes between the grant recipient(s) implementing the projects and the
responsible authority designated under Article 7 of Decision 2000/596/EC, each intermediary body shall require, for its
area of responsibility, detailed statements of expenditure drawn up at the lower level to be used as supporting
documentation in its own accounts and in respect of which it must report upwards, giving at least the total amount of
expenditure for each project.

8. In cases of computerised data transfer, all the authorities concerned must obtain sufficient information from lower
levels to justify their own accounting records and the sums reported upwards, so ensuring a satisfactory audit trail
from the total amounts notified to the Commission to the various expenditure items and the supporting documents at
the grant recipient/project implementation level.
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ANNEX III

GUIDELINES ON THE PRINCIPLES, CRITERIA AND INDICATIVE SCALES TO BE APPLIED BY COMMISSION
DEPARTMENTS IN DETERMINING FINANCIAL CORRECTIONS UNDER ARTICLES 18 AND 19 OF DECISION

2000/596/EC

1. PRINCIPLES

The purpose of financial corrections is to restore a situation where 100 % of the expenditure declared for
co-financing from the Fund is in line with the applicable national and Community rules and regulations. This
allows the establishment of a number of key principles for the Commission departments to apply in determining
financial corrections:

(a) Irregularity is defined in Article 1(2) of Regulation (EC) No 2988/95 (1). Irregularities can be one-off or
systemic.

(b) A systemic irregularity is a recurrent error due to serious failings in management and control systems designed
to ensure correct accounting and compliance with the rules and regulations in force.

— If the applicable rules and regulations are respected, and all reasonable measures are taken to prevent,
detect and correct fraud and irregularity, no financial corrections will be required.

— If the applicable rules and regulations are respected, but the management and control systems need to be
improved, pertinent recommendations should be made to the Member State, but no financial corrections
need be envisaged.

— Where only errors relating to sums of less than EUR 4 000 are found, the Member State should be urged
to correct the errors without opening financial correction proceedings under Article 18(4) of Decision
2000/596/EC.

— If there are serious failings in the management or control systems which could lead to systemic irregulari-
ties, in particular failures to respect the applicable rules and regulations, financial corrections should always
be made.

(c) The amount of the financial correction will be assessed wherever possible on the basis of individual files and be
equal to the amount of expenditure wrongly charged to the Fund in the cases concerned. Specifically quantified
corrections for each individual project concerned are not always possible or practicable, however, or it may be
disproportionate to cancel the entire expenditure in question. In such cases, the Commission has to determine
corrections on the basis of extrapolation or at flat rates.

(d) Where there is evidence that individual quantifiable irregularities of the same type have occurred in a great
number of other projects, or throughout a measure or programme, but it is not cost-effective to determine the
irregular expenditure for each project individually, the financial correction may be based on extrapolation.

— Extrapolation can be used only where a homogeneous population or subset of projects can be identified
and shown to have been affected by the deficiency. In this case, the results of a thorough examination of a
representative sample of the individual files concerned selected at random are extrapolated to all the files
making up the population identified, in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards.

(e) In the case of individual breaches or systemic irregularities whose financial impact is not precisely quantifiable
because it is subject to too many variables or is diffuse in its effects, such as those resulting from a failure to
undertake checks effectively in order to prevent or detect the irregularity or to comply with a condition of the
assistance or a Community rule, but where it would be disproportionate to refuse all the assistance concerned,
flat rates should be applied.

— Flat rate corrections are determined in accordance with the seriousness of the deficiency in the management
and control system or the individual breach and the financial implications of the irregularity. A list of what
the Commission considers to be key and ancillary elements of systems for the purpose of assessing the
seriousness of deficiencies is given in section 2.2 and an indicative scale of flat rates for corrections in
section 2.3. Flat rate corrections are applied to all expenditure under the measure or measures concerned
unless the deficiencies were limited to certain areas of expenditure (individual projects or types of project),
in which case they are applied to those areas of expenditure only. The same expenditure will not normally
be subject to more than one correction.

(f) In areas where there is a margin for discretion in evaluating the gravity of the infringement, as in cases of
disregard of environmental conditions, corrections shall be subject to the following conditions: a significant
failure to respect the rules and a clearly identifiable link with the action receiving Community funding.

(1) OJ L 312, 23.12.1995, p. 1.
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(g) Irrespective of the kind of corrections proposed by the Commission, the Member State is always given the
opportunity to demonstrate that the real loss or risk to the Fund and the extent or gravity of the irregularity
was less than that assessed by the Commission services. The procedure and time limits are set out in Article
14(4) and (5) of this Decision.

(h) Unlike corrections made by Member States under Article 19(1) of Decision 2000/596/EC, financial corrections
decided by the Commission under Article 19(2) of the same Decision always involve a net reduction to the
Community funding committed to the programme concerned.

(i) Where the Member State's audit system — Court of Auditors, internal or external audits — has detected the
irregularities and the Member State takes appropriate corrective action under Article 19(1) of Decision
2000/596/EC within a reasonable period of time, no financial corrections can be imposed by the Commission
under Article 19(2) of Decision 2000/596/EC and the Member State is free to re-use the funds. In other cases
the Commission may make corrections on the basis of the findings of national audit bodies, as where an EU
audit body establishes the irregularity. When the Commission bases its position on the facts established and
fully documented by other EU audit bodies, it will form its own conclusions regarding their financial
consequences, after examining any replies from the Member State.

2. CRITERIA AND SCALES FOR FLAT-RATE CORRECTIONS

2.1. Criteria

As noted in paragraph 1(c) above, flat-rate corrections may be envisaged when the information resulting from the
enquiry does not permit the financial impact of an individual case or several cases of irregularities to be evaluated
precisely by statistical means, or by reference to other verifiable data, but does lead to the conclusion that the
Member State has failed to carry out adequate verification of the eligibility of claims accepted.

Flat-rate corrections should be considered when the Commission finds a failure to adequately effect any control
which is explicitly required by a regulation, or implicitly required in order to respect an explicit rule (the limiting of
aid to a certain type of project, for example), and whose absence could lead to systemic irregularity. They should
also be considered where the Commission finds serious deficiencies in management and control systems resulting
in large-scale breaches of applicable rules and regulations, or where it detects individual breaches. Flat-rate
corrections can also be appropriate when the Member States' own control departments discover such irregularities
but the Member State fails to take appropriate corrective action within a reasonable period of time.

In determining whether a flat-rate financial correction should result and, if so, at what rate, the general
consideration shall be the assessment of the degree of risk of loss to which the Fund was exposed as a consequence
of the control deficiency. Thus the correction should be in compliance with the principle of proportionality. The
specific elements to be taken into account should include the following:

1. whether the irregularity is related to an individual case, multiple cases or all cases;

2. whether the deficiency relates to the effectiveness of the management and control system generally, or to the
effectiveness of a particular element of the system, i.e. the operation of particular functions necessary to ensure
the legality, regularity and eligibility of expenditure declared for co-financing from the Fund under the
applicable national and Community rules (see section 2.2 below);

3. the importance of the deficiency within the totality of the administrative, physical and other controls foreseen;

4. the vulnerability to fraud of the measures, having regard particularly to the economic incentive.

2.2. Classification of elements of management and control systems for the purpose of applying flat rates of financial
corrections for system deficiencies or individual breaches

Management and control systems for the Fund consist of various elements or functions of greater or lesser
importance for ensuring the legality, regularity and eligibility of expenditure declared for co-financing. For the
purpose of assessing flat rate corrections for deficiencies in such systems or individual cases of irregularity, it is
useful to classify the functions of management and control systems into key and ancillary elements.

Key elements are those designed and essential to ensure the legality and regularity and indeed the substance of
projects supported by the Fund, ancillary elements those that contribute to the quality of a management and
control system and help ensure that the system keeps performing well in relation to its key functions.
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The list below contains the majority of elements of good management and control systems and good audit
practice. The seriousness of deficiencies and individual breaches varies considerably, and cases will therefore be
assessed by the Commission, having regard, in particular, to section 2.4.

2.2.1. Key elements for ensuring eligibility for co-financing

1. Provision and application of procedures for grant applications, appraisal of applications, selection of projects
for funding and selection of contractors/suppliers, appropriate publication of calls for grant applications
according to the procedures for the programme concerned:

(a) compliance, where applicable, with rules on publicity, equality of opportunity and public procurement, and
with Treaty rules and principles of equality of treatment and non-discrimination where EC public procure-
ment directives are not applicable;

(b) appraisal of grant applications in accordance with programme criteria and procedures, including compliance
with rules on environmental impact assessment, equality of opportunity legislation and policies;

(c) selection of projects for funding:

— projects selected correspond to objectives and published criteria of programme;

— reasons for acceptance or rejection of applications are clearly set out;

— observance of State aid rules;

— observance of eligibility rules;

— inclusion of terms and conditions of funding in approval decision.

2. Adequate verification of delivery of co-financed products and services and of eligibility of expenditure charged
to programme by the responsible authority designated under Article 7 of Decision 2000/596/EC and the
intermediary organisations between the grant recipient and the responsible authority:

(a) verification of the reality of ‘deliverables’ (services, works, supplies, etc.) against plans, invoices, acceptance
documents, experts' reports, etc., and, where appropriate, on the spot;

(b) verification of observance of conditions of grant approval;

(c) verification of the eligibility of expenditure for which a claim is made;

(d) adequate follow-up of all outstanding questions before acceptance of claim;

(e) maintenance of an adequate and reliable accounting system;

(f) maintenance of the audit trail at all levels from grant recipient up through the system;

(g) taking reasonable measures to obtain assurance that the declarations of expenditure the responsible
authority certifies to the Commission are correct insofar as:

— expenditure was effected within the eligible period in projects selected for co-financing in accordance
with normal procedures and all applicable terms and conditions,

— the co-financed projects have actually been carried out.

3. Sufficient quantity and quality of sample checks on projects and adequate follow-up:

(a) carrying out sample checks on at least 20 % of total eligible expenditure in accordance with Article 5 of this
Decision, supported by a report on the work done by the auditor;

(b) the sample is representative and the risk analysis adequate;

(c) adequate separation of duties to ensure independence;

(d) follow-up to checks, ensuring:

— appropriate assessment of results and financial corrections where appropriate,

— action at a general level to correct systemic irregularities.

2.2.2. Ancillary elements:

(a) satisfactory administrative controls in the form of standard checklists or equivalent means and proper
documentation of results, to ensure for instance:

— that claims have not been paid before and transactions (contracts, receipts, invoices, payments) are
separately identifiable;

— reconciliation within the accounting system of declarations and expenditure recorded;
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(b) proper supervision of claims processing and authorisation procedures;

(c) satisfactory procedures to ensure proper dissemination of information about Community rules;

(d) ensuring timely payment of Community funding to beneficiaries.

2.3. Indicative scales of flat-rate corrections

100 % correction

The rate of correction may be fixed at 100 % when the deficiencies in the Member State's management and control
system are, or an individual breach is, so serious as to constitute a complete failure to comply with Community
rules, so rendering all the payments irregular.

25 % correction

When a Member State's application of its management and control system is gravely deficient, and there is
evidence of widespread irregularity, and negligence in countering irregular or fraudulent practices, a correction of
25 % is justified, as it can then reasonably be assumed that the freedom to submit irregular claims with impunity
will occasion exceptionally high losses to the Fund. A correction at this rate is also appropriate for irregularities in
an individual case which are serious but do not invalidate the whole project.

10 % correction

When one or more key elements of the system do not function or function so poorly or so infrequently that they
are completely ineffective in determining the eligibility of the claim or preventing irregularity, a correction of 10 %
is justified, as it can reasonably be concluded that there was a high risk of widespread loss to the Fund. This rate of
correction is also appropriate for individual irregularities of moderate seriousness in relation to key elements of the
system.

5 % correction

When all the key elements of the system function, but not with the consistency, frequency, or depth required by
the regulations, then a correction of 5 % is justified, as it can reasonably be concluded that they do not provide a
sufficient level of assurance of the regularity of claims, and that the risk to the Fund was significant. A 5 %
correction can also be appropriate for less serious irregularities in individual projects in relation to key elements.

The fact that the way in which a system operates is perfectible is not in itself sufficient grounds for a financial
correction. There must be a serious deficiency of compliance with explicit Community rules or standards of good
practice and the deficiency must expose the Fund to a real risk of loss or irregularity.

2 % correction

When performance is adequate in relation to the key elements of the system, but there is a complete failure to
operate one or more ancillary elements, a correction of 2 % is justified in view of the lower risk of loss to the Fund,
and the lesser seriousness of the infringement.

A 2 % correction will be increased to 5 % if the same deficiency is established in relation to expenditure after the
date of the first correction imposed and the Member State has failed to take adequate corrective measures for the
part of the system at fault after the first correction.

A correction of 2 % is also justified where the Commission has informed the Member State, without imposing any
correction, of the need to make improvements to ancillary elements of the system that are in place but do not
operate satisfactorily, but the Member State has not taken the necessary action.

Corrections are only imposed for deficiencies in ancillary elements of management and control systems where no
deficiencies have been identified in key elements. If there are deficiencies in relation to ancillary elements as well as
in key elements, corrections are only made at the rate applicable to the key elements.

2.4. Borderline cases

Where the correction resulting from a strict application of these guidelines would be disproportionate, a lower rate
of correction may be proposed.
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For example, where the deficiencies arose from difficulties in the interpretation of Community rules or require-
ments (except in cases where it should reasonably be expected that the Member State raise such difficulties with the
Commission), and the national authorities took effective steps to remedy the deficiencies as soon as they were
brought to light, this mitigating factor may be taken into account and a lower rate or no correction may be
proposed. Similarly, due regard should be paid to claims of legal certainty when the deficiencies were not reported
following earlier audits by the Commission's services.

In general, the fact that deficient management or control systems were improved immediately after the deficiencies
were reported to the Member State is not considered as a mitigating factor when assessing the financial impact of
the systemic irregularities before the improvement was made.

2.5. Basis of assessment

Whenever the situation in other Member States is known, the Commission shall make a comparison between them
to ensure equal treatment in the assessment of the rates of correction.

The rate of correction should be applied to that part of the expenditure placed at risk. When the deficiency results
from a failure by the Member State to adopt an appropriate control system, then the correction should be applied
to the entire expenditure for which that control system was required. When there is reason to suppose that the
deficiency is limited to that of a particular authority's or region's application of the control system adopted by the
Member State, the correction should be limited to the expenditure controlled by that authority or region. When the
deficiency relates for example to verification of the criteria for eligibility for a higher rate of aid, then the correction
should be based on the difference between the higher and lower rate of aid.

The correction should normally concern the expenditure of the measure over the period being examined, for
example one financial year. However, when the irregularity results from systemic deficiencies, which are evidently
long-standing and affecting several years' expenditure, then the correction should concern all the expenditure
declared by the Member State while the system deficiency obtained until the month in which it was remedied.

When several deficiencies are found in the same system, the flat rates of correction are not cumulated, the most
serious deficiency being taken as an indication of the risks presented by the control system as a whole (1). They are
applied to the expenditure remaining after deduction of the amounts refused for individual files. In the case of the
Member State's non-application of penalties prescribed by Community law, the financial correction should be the
amount of the penalties not applied, together with 2 % of the remaining claims, as the non-application of penalties
increases the risk that irregular claims will be submitted.

3. APPLICATION AND EFFECT OF NET FINANCIAL CORRECTIONS

Where the Member State agrees to make the financial correction proposed in the procedure under Article 19(1) of
Decision 2000/596/EC, the Commission need not impose a net reduction in the funding, but may allow the
Member State to reallocate the sums released. However, financial corrections imposed by the Commission under
Article 19(2) of Decision 2000/596/EC after completion of the procedure laid down by Article 18(3) and (4) of the
same Decision will in all cases involve a net reduction in the indicative allocation of assistance from the Fund.

A net correction is automatically made if the Commission considers that the Member State has not taken
satisfactory account of conclusions on irregularities detected by Community or national bodies and/or if the
irregularity is related to a serious deficiency in the management or control system of the Member State or of the
management or payment authorities.

Any sum due to the Commission as a result of net corrections is to be paid together with interest under Article
19(3) of Decision 2000/596/EC and in accordance with Article 15(2) of this Decision.

(1) See also section 2.3 (2 % correction).
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COMMISSION DECISION
of 22 April 2002

establishing lists of approved zones and approved farms with regard to one or more of the fish
diseases viral haemorrhagic septicaemia (VHS) and infectious haematopoietic necrosis (IHN)

(notified under document number C(2002) 1500)

(Text with EEA relevance)

(2002/308/EC)

THE COMMISSION OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European
Community,

Having regard to Council Directive 91/67/EEC of 28 January
1991 concerning the animal health conditions governing the
placing on the market of aquaculture animals and products (1),
as last amended by Directive 98/45/EC (2), and in particular
Articles 5 and 6 thereof,

Whereas:

(1) In order to obtain, for one or more of the fish diseases
viral haemorrhagic septicaemia (VHS) and infectious
haematopoietic necrosis (IHN), the status of approved
zone and of approved fish farm situated in a non-
approved zone, Member States shall submit the appro-
priate justifications and the national rules ensuring
compliance with the conditions laid down in Directive
91/67/EEC.

(2) The list of approved fish farms with regard to VHS and
IHN in Belgium was established by Commission
Decision 95/470/EC (3).

(3) Commission Decision 93/74/EEC (4), as last amended by
Decision 2001/139/EC (5), recognises the entire territory
of Denmark as an approved zone with regard to IHN as
well as certain areas with regard to VHS. Furthermore,
the list of approved fish farms in Denmark as regards
VHS was established by Commission Decision 96/
233/EC (6), as last amended by Decision 2001/185/
EC (7).

(4) The lists of zones and of fish farms in Germany,
approved with regard to VHS and IHN, were respectively
established by Commission Decision 1999/496/EC (8)

and Commission Decision 95/124/EC (9), the latter as
last amended by Decision 2001/541/EC (10).

(5) The list of fish farms, as well as of certain zones,
approved with regard to VHS and IHN in Spain, was
established by Commission Decision 98/361/EC (11), as
last amended by Decision 2001/294/EC (12). Commis-
sion Decision 94/862/EC (13) approved the Spanish
programme concerning VHS and IHN that was applied
in Asturias before this area achieved approved status.

(6) The status of France with regard to VHS and IHN was
established by Commission Decision 95/125/EC (14), as
last amended by Decision 2001/553/EC (15). The list of
approved fish farms with regards to VHS and IHN in
France was established by Commission Decision 95/
473/EC (16), as last amended by Decision 2001/159/
EC (17).

(7) The status of Ireland with regard to VHS and IHN was
established by Commission Decision 93/73/EEC (18), as
last amended by Decision 97/804/EC (19).

(8) The list of zones in Italy, approved with regard to VHS
and IHN, was established by Commission Decision 98/
395/EC (20). The list of approved fish farms in Italy as
regards VHS and IHN was established by Commission
Decision 98/357/EC (21), as last amended by Decision
2001/552/EC (22).

(9) The list of approved fish farms with regard to VHS and
IHN in Austria was established by Commission Decision
2000/171/EC (23).

(9) OJ L 84, 14.4.1995, p. 6.
(10) OJ L 194, 18.7.2001, p. 51.
(11) OJ L 163, 6.6.1998, p. 46.
(12) OJ L 100, 11.4.2001, p. 32.
(13) OJ L 352, 31.12.1994, p. 72.
(14) OJ L 84, 14.4.1995, p. 8.
(15) OJ L 199, 24.7.2001, p. 26.

(1) OJ L 46, 19.2.1991, p. 1. (16) OJ L 269, 11.11.1995, p. 31.
(2) OJ L 189, 3.7.1998, p. 12. (17) OJ L 57, 27.2.2001, p. 54.
(3) OJ L 269, 11.11.1995, p. 28. (18) OJ L 27, 4.2.1993, p. 34.
(4) OJ L 27, 4.2.1993, p. 35. (19) OJ L 329, 29.11.1997, p. 70.
(5) OJ L 50, 21.2.2001, p. 20. (20) OJ L 176, 20.6.1998, p. 30.
(6) OJ L 77, 27.3.1996, p. 33. (21) OJ L 162, 5.6.1998, p. 42.
(7) OJ L 67, 9.3.2001, p. 78. (22) OJ L 199, 24.7.2001, p. 23.
(8) OJ L 192, 24.7.1999, p. 57. (23) OJ L 55, 29.2.2000, p. 70.
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(10) Sweden was recognised as approved continental and
coastal zone for fish with regard to VHS and IHN by
EFTA Surveillance Authority Decision No 70/
94/COL (24).

(11) Since accession to the European Community, Sweden
has provided information concerning the VHS and IHN
situation in its territory. Sweden should be considered as
an approved continental and coastal zone with regard to
VHS and IHN, except for one coastal area as regards
VHS.

(12) Council Regulation (EEC) No 706/73 of 12 March 1973
concerning the Community arrangements applicable to
the Channel Islands and the Isle of Man for trade in
agricultural products (25), as last amended by Regulation
(EEC) No 1174/86 (26), lays down that the veterinary
legislation shall apply to these islands under the same
conditions as in the United Kingdom for the products
imported to the islands or exported from the islands to
the Community.

(13) The status of the United Kingdom, the Channel Islands
and the Isle of Man, with regard to VHS and IHN, was
established by Commission Decisions 2000/188/EC (27),
93/39/EEC (28) and 93/40/EEC (29) respectively.

(14) France has notified an outbreak of VHS in the approved
zone ‘the upstream part of the Vienne basin to the
Nouâtre dam, department of Indre’, situated in Loire-
Bretagne. Therefore, the affected catchment area — as a
whole — no longer meets the requirements of Article 5
of Directive 91/67/EEC with regard to VHS. However,
based on the geographical and epidemiological data
received from France, certain catchment areas of the
zone still fulfil the requirements and their approved
status should therefore not be withdrawn.

(15) Italy has submitted the justifications for obtaining the
status of approved zones for two zones — in the regions
of Lombardia and Umbria respectively — with regard to
IHN and VHS, as well as the national rules ensuring
compliance with the requirements for maintenance of
the approved status.

(16) The documentation provided by Italy for the zones
concerned shows that those zones meet the require-
ments of Article 5 of Directive 91/67/EEC. They there-
fore qualify for the status of approved zone and should
be added to the list of approved zones.

(17) Germany has submitted the justifications for obtaining
the status of approved farm in a non-approved zone in
respect of VHS and IHN for one fish farm situated in
Baden-Württemberg, as well as the national rules

ensuring compliance with the requirements for mainte-
nance of the approved status.

(18) France has submitted the justifications for obtaining the
status of approved farm in a non-approved zone in
respect of VHS and IHN, as well as the national rules
ensuring compliance with the requirements for mainte-
nance of the approved status, for three fish farms. One
farm is situated in the region of Aquitaine, one in Haute-
Normandie and one in Drôme. A programme applied to
the farm in Drôme was approved by Commission
Decision 2000/174/EC (30).

(19) Italy has submitted the justifications for obtaining the
status of approved farm in a non-approved zone in
respect of IHN and VHS for three fish farms: one in
Fruili Venezia Giulia, one in Veneto and one in Umbria,
as well as the national rules ensuring compliance with
the requirements for maintenance of the approved
status.

(20) The documentation provided by Germany, France and
Italy for the farms concerned shows that those farms
meet the requirements of Article 6 of Directive 91/
67/EEC. They therefore qualify for the status of
approved farm in a non-approved zone and should be
added to the list of approved farms.

(21) For the sake of clarity and simplification, it is appro-
priate to draw up a single list of approved zones and a
single list of approved fish farms in non-approved zones
with regard to VHS and/or IHN and to repeal Decisions
approving programmes earlier applied to zones and
farms that subsequently have achieved approved status.

(22) Decisions 93/39/EEC, 93/40/EEC, 93/73/EEC, 93/
74/EEC, 94/862/EC, 95/124/EC, 95/125/EC, 95/470/EC,
95/473/EC, 96/233/EC, 98/357/EC, 98/361/EC, 98/
395/EC, 1999/496/EC, 2000/171/EC, 2000/174/EC and
2000/188/EC should therefore be repealed and replaced
by this Decision.

(23) Article 172(7) of the Act of Accession of Austria,
Finland and Sweden foresees that, without prejudice to
paragraphs 4 and 5 of the same Article, the decisions
taken by the EFTA Surveillance Authority remain valid
after accession unless the Commission takes a duly moti-
vated decision to the contrary in accordance with the
basic principles of Community law.

(24) The measures provided for in this Decision are in
accordance with the opinion of the Standing Committee
on the Food Chain and Animal Health,

(24) OJ L 247, 22.9.1994, p. 44.
(25) OJ L 68, 15.3.1973, p. 1.
(26) OJ L 107, 24.4.1986, p. 1.
(27) OJ L 59, 4.3.2000, p. 17.
(28) OJ L 16, 25.1.1993, p. 46.
(29) OJ L 16, 25.1.1993, p. 47. (30) OJ L 55, 29.2.2000, p. 77.
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HAS ADOPTED THIS DECISION:

Article 1

1. The list of zones recognised as approved with regard to
one or more of the fish diseases VHS and IHN is set out in
Annex I.

2. The list of fish farms recognised as approved farms with
regard to one or more of the fish diseases VHS and IHN and
situated in non-approved zones is set out in Annex II.

Article 2

Decisions 93/39/EEC, 93/40/EEC, 93/73/EEC, 93/74/EEC, 94/
862/EC, 95/124/EC, 95/125/EC, 95/470/EC, 95/473/EC, 96/
233/EC, 98/357/EC, 98/361/EC, 98/395/EC, 1999/496/EC,

2000/171/EC, 2000/174/EC and 2000/188/EC are hereby
repealed.

References to the repealed Decisions shall be construed as
references to this Decision.

Article 3

This Decision is addressed to the Member States.

Done at Brussels, 22 April 2002.

For the Commission

David BYRNE

Member of the Commission
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ANNEX I

ZONES APPROVED WITH REGARD TO ONE OR MORE OF THE FISH DISEASES VHS AND IHN

1.A. ZONES (1) IN DENMARK APPROVED WITH REGARD TO VHS

— Hansted Å

— Hovmølle Å

— Grenå

— Treå

— Alling Å

— Kastbjerg

— Villestrup Å

— Karup Å

— Sæby Å

— Elling Å

— Uggerby Å

— Lindenborg Å

— Øster Å

— Hasseris Å

— Binderup Å

— Vidkær Å

— Dybvad Å

— Bjørnsholm Å

— Trend Å

— Lerkenfeld Å

— Vester Å

— Lønnerup med tilløb

— Slette Å

— Bredkær Bæk

— Vandløb til Kilen

— Resenkær Å

— Klostermølle Å

— Hvidbjerg Å

— Knidals Å

— Spang Å

— Simested Å

— Skals Å

— Jordbro Å

— Fåremølle Å

— Flynder Å

— Damhus Å

— Karup Å

— Gudenåen

— Halkær Å

— Storåen

— Århus Å

— Bygholm Å

— Grejs Å

— Ørum Å

1.B. ZONES IN DENMARK APPROVED WITH REGARD TO IHN

— Denmark (2)

2. ZONES IN GERMANY APPROVED WITH REGARD TO VHS AND IHN

2.1. BADEN-WÜRTTEMBERG (3)

— Isenburger Tal from the source to the water outlet of the Falkenstein farm,
— Eyach and its tributaries from the sources to the first weir downstream situated near the town of Haigerloch.

3. ZONES IN SPAIN APPROVED WITH REGARD TO VHS AND IHN

3.1. REGION: AUTONOMOUS COMMUNITY OF ASTURIAS

Continental zones

— All water catchment areas of Asturias

Coastal zones

— The entire coast of Asturias

3.2. REGION: AUTONOMOUS COMMUNITY OF GALICIA

Continental zones

— The water catchment areas of Galicia:
— including the water catchment areas of the river Eo, the river Sil from its source in the province of Léon,

the river Miño from its source to the barrier of Frieira, and the river Limia from its source to the barrier
Das Conchas,

— excluding the water catchment area of the river Tamega.

Coastal zones

— The coastal area in Galicia from the mouth of the river Eo (Isla Pancha) to the Cabo Silliero of the Ría de Vigo,
— The coastal area from Cabo Silliero to the Punta Picos (mouth of the river Miño) is considered as a buffer zone.

(1) The water catchment areas and the coastal areas belonging thereto.
(2) Including all continental and coastal areas within its territory.
(3) Parts of water catchment areas.
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3.3. REGION: AUTONOMOUS COMMUNITY OF ARAGÓN

Continental zones

— River Aragón from its source to the barrier of Caparroso in the province of Navarre,
— River Gállego from its source to the barrier of Ardisa,
— River Sotón from its source to the barrier of Sotonera,
— River Isuela from its source to the barrier of Arguis,
— River Flúmen from its source to the barrier of Santa María de Belsue,
— River Guatizalema from its source to the barrier of Vadiello,
— River Cinca from its source to barrier of Grado,
— River Esera from its source to the barrier of Barasona,
— River Noguera-Ribagorzana from its source to the barrier of Santa Ana,
— River Huecha from its source to the dam of Alcalá de Moncayo,
— River Jalón from its source to the dam of Alagón,
— River Huerva from its source to barrier of Mezalocha,
— River Aguasvivas from its source to the barrier of Moneva,
— River Martin from its source to the barrier of Cueva Foradada,
— River Escuriza from its source to the barrier of Escuriza,
— River Guadalope from its source to the barrier of Caspe,
— River Matarraña from its source to the barrier of Aguas de Pena,
— River Pena from its source to the barrier of Pena,
— River Guadalaviar-Turia from its source to the barrier of the Generalísimo in the province of Valencia,
— River Mijares from its source to the barrier of Arenós in the province of Castellón.

The other watercourses of the Community of Aragón and the river Ebro along its course in the said Community
are considered as a buffer zone.

3.4. REGION: AUTONOMOUS COMMUNITY OF NAVARRA

Continental zones

— River Bidasoa from its source to its mouth,
— River Leizarán from its source to the barrier of Leizarán (Muga),
— River Arakil-Arga from its source to the barrier of Falces,
— River Ega from its source to the barrier of Allo,
— River Aragón from its source in the province of Huesca (Aragón) to the barrier of Caparroso (Navarre).

The other watercourses of the Community of Navarre and the river Ebro along its course through the said
Community are considered as a buffer zone.

3.5. REGION: AUTONOMOUS COMMUNITY OF CASTILLA AND LEÓN

Continental zones

— river Duero from its source to the barrier of Aldeávila,
— river Ebro from its source in the Autonomous Community of Cantabria to the barrier of Sobrón,
— river Queiles from its source to the barrier of Los Fayos,
— river Tiétar from its source to the barrier of Rosarito,
— river Alberche from its source to the barrier of Burguillo.

The other watercourses of the Autonomous Community of Castilla and León are considered as a buffer zone.

3.6. REGION: AUTONOMOUS COMMUNITY OF CANTABRIA

Continental zones

The water catchment areas of the following rivers from their source to the sea:
— river Deva,
— river Nansa,
— river Saja-Besaya,
— river Pas-Pisueña,
— river Asón,
— river Agüera.

The water catchment areas of the rivers Gandarillas, Escudo, Miera y Campiazo are considered as a buffer zone.
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Coastal zones

— The entire coast of Cantabria from the mouth of the river Deva until the creek of Ontón.

4.A. ZONES IN FRANCE APPROVED WITH REGARD TO VHS AND IHN

4.A.1. ADOUR-GARONNE

Catchment areas

— The Charente basin,

— The Seudre basin,

— The basins of the coastal rivers in the Gironde estuary in the department of Charente-Maritime,

— The catchment areas of the Nive and the Nivelles (Pyrenées Atlantiques),

— The Forges basin (Landes),

— The catchment area of the Dronne (Dordogne), from the source to the Eglisottes dam at Monfourat,

— The catchment area of the Beauronne (Dordogne), from the source to the Faye dam,

— The catchment area of the Valouse (Dordogne), from the source to the Etang des Roches Noires dam,

— The catchment area of the Paillasse (Gironde), from the source to the Grand Forge dam,

— The catchment area of the Ciron (Lot et Garonne, Gironde), from the source to the Moulin de Castaing dam,

— The catchment area of the Petite Leyre (Landes), from the source to the Pont de Espine dam at Argelouse,

— The catchment area of the Pave (Landes), from the source to the Pave dam,

— The catchment area of the Escource (Landes), from the source to the Moulin de Barbe dam,

— The catchment area of the Geloux (Landes), from the source to the D38 dam at Saint Martin d'Oney,

— The catchment area of the Estrigon (Landes), from the source to the Campet et Lamolère dam,

— The catchment area of the Estampon (Landes), from the source to the Ancienne Minoterie dam at Roquefort,

— The catchment area of the Gélise (Landes, Lot et Garonne), from the source to the dam downstream of the
confluence of the Gélise and the Osse,

— The catchment area of the Magescq (Landes), from the source to the mouth,

— The catchment area of the Luys (Pyrénées Atlantiques), from the source to the Moulin d'Oro dam,

— The catchment area of the Neez (Pyrénées Atlantiques), from the source to the Jurançon dam,

— The catchment area of the Beez (Pyrénées Atlantiques), from the source to the Nay dam,

— The catchment area of the Gave de Cauterets (Hautes Pyrénées), from the source to the Calypso dam of the
Soulom power station.

Coastal areas

— The whole of the Atlantic coast between the northern boundary of the department of Vendée and the southern
boundary of the department of Charente-Maritime.

4.A.2. LOIRE-BRETAGNE

Continental zones

— All catchment areas in the region of Brittany with the exception of the following catchment areas:

— Vilaine,

— Aven,

— Ster-Goz,

— the downstream part of the catchment area of the Elorn,

— The Sèvre Niortaise basin,

— The Lay basin,

— The following catchment areas of the Vienne basin:

— the catchment area of the river la Vienne, from the sources to the dam of Châtellerault in the department
of la Vienne,

— the catchment area of the river la Gartempe, from the sources to the dam (with a grid) of Saint Pierre de
Maillé in the department of la Vienne,
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— the catchment area of the river la Creuse, from the sources to the dam of Bénavent in the department of
l'Indre,

— the catchment area of the river le Suin, from the sources to the dam of Douadic in the department of
l'Indre,

— the catchment area of the river la Claise, from the sources to the dam of Bossay-sur-Claise in the
department of l'Indre and Loire,

— the catchment area of the brooks of Velleches and of des trois Moulins, from the sources to the dams of
des trois Moulins in the department of la Vienne,

— the basins of the Atlantic coastal rivers in the department of Vendée.

Coastal areas

— The entire coast of Brittany with the exception of the following parts:
— Rade de Brest,
— Anse de Camaret,
— the coastal zone between the ‘pointe de Trévignon’ and the mouth of the river Laïta,
— the coastal zone between the mouth of the river Tohon up to the border of the department.

4.A.3. SEINE-NORMANDIE

Continental zones

— The Sélune basin

4.B. ZONES IN FRANCE APPROVED WITH REGARD TO VHS

4.B.1. LOIRE-BRETAGNE

Continental zones

— The part of the Loire basin comprising the upstream part of the Huisne catchment area from the source of the
water courses to the Ferté-Bernard dams

4.C. ZONES IN FRANCE APPROVED WITH REGARD TO IHN

4.C.1. LOIRE-BRETAGNE

Continental zones

— The following catchment area of the Vienne basin:
— the catchment area of the l'Anglin, from the sources to the dams of:

— EDF de Châtellerault on the river la Vienne, in the department of la Vienne,
— Saint Pierre de Maillé on the river la Gartempe, in the department of la Vienne,
— Bénavent on the river la Creuse, in the department of l'Indre,
— Douadic on the river le Suin, in the department of l'Indre,
— Bossay-sur-Claise on the river la Claise, in the department of l'Indre and Loire.

5.A. ZONES IN IRELAND APPROVED WITH REGARD TO VHS

— Ireland (2), excluding Cape Clear Island

5.B. ZONES IN IRELAND APPROVED WITH REGARD TO IHN

— Ireland (2)

6. ZONES IN ITALY APPROVED WITH REGARD TO VHS AND IHN

6.1. REGION OF TRENTINO ALTO ADIGE, AUTONOMOUS PROVINCE OF TRENTO

Continental zones

— Zona Val di Fiemme e Fassa: water catchment area of the river Avisio, from the source to the artificial barrier
of Stramentizzo,

— Zona Valle dei Laghi: water catchment area of the lakes of San Massenza, Toblino and Cavedine to the
downstream barrier in the south part of the lake of Cavedine leading to the hydroelectric power station located
in the Torbole municipality,

— Zona Val delle Sorne: water catchment area of the river Sorna from the source to the artificial barrier
constituted by the hydro-electric power station located in the Chizzola (Ala) locality, before reaching the Adige
river,

(2) Including all continental and coastal areas within its territory.
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— Zona Torrente Adanà: water catchment area of the river Adanà from the source to the artificial series of
barriers situated downstream of the farm Armani Cornelio-Lardaro,

— Zona Rio Manes: Zone which collects the Rio Manes water down to a waterfall located 200 metres
downstream of the Troticoltura Giovanelli farm located in the La Zinquantina locality.

6.2. REGION OF LOMBARDIA, PROVINCE OF BRESCIA

Continental zones

— Zona Ogliolo: the water catchment area from the source of Ogliolo stream to the waterfall, situated
downstream of the Adamello fish farm, where the Ogliolo stream joins the Oglio river.

6.3. REGION OF UMBRIA, PROVINCE OF PERUGIA

Continental zones

— Zona Lago Trasimeno: Lake Trasimeno

7.A. ZONES IN SWEDEN APPROVED WITH REGARD TO VHS

— Sweden (2):
— excluding the area of the west coast within a semi-circle of a 20-kilometre radius around the fish farm

situated on the island of Björkö, as well as the estuaries and the water catchment areas of the rivers Göta
and Säve up to each of their first migration barriers (situated at Trollhättan and the inlet to the lake Aspen
respectively).

7.B. ZONES IN SWEDEN APPROVED WITH REGARD TO IHN

— Sweden (2)

8. ZONES IN THE UNITED KINGDOM, THE CHANNEL ISLANDS AND THE ISLE OF MAN APPROVED
WITH REGARD TO VHS AND IHN

— Great Britain (2)
— Northern Ireland (2)
— Guernsey (2)
— The Isle of Man (2)

(2) Including all continental and coastal areas within its territory.
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ANNEX II

FISH FARMS APPROVED WITH REGARD TO ONE OR MORE OF THE FISH DISEASES VHS AND IHN

1. FISH FARMS IN BELGIUM APPROVED WITH REGARD TO VHS AND IHN

1. La Fontaine aux truites B-6769 Gérouville

2. FISH FARMS IN DENMARK APPROVED WITH REGARD TO VHS AND IHN

1. Vork Dambrug DK-6040 Egtved

2. Egebæk Dambrug DK-6880 Tarm

3. Bækkelund Dambrug DK-6950 Ringkøbing

4. Borups Geddeopdræt DK-6950 Ringkøbing

5. Bornholms Lakseklækkeri DK-3730 Nexø

6. Langes Dambrug DK-6940 Lem St.

7. Braenderigaardens Dambrug DK-6971 Spjald

8. Siglund Fiskeopdræt DK-4780 Stege

3. FISH FARMS IN GERMANY APPROVED WITH REGARD TO VHS AND IHN

3.1. LOWER SAXONY

1. Jochen Moeller Fischzucht Harkenbleck
D-30966 Hemmingen-Harkenbleck

2. Versuchsgut Relliehausen der Universität
Göttingen

(hatchery only)
D-37586 Dassel

3. Dr. R. Rosengarten Forellenzucht Sieben Quellen
D-49124 Georgsmarienhütte

4. Klaus Kröger Fischzucht Klaus Kröger
D-21256 Handeloh Wörme

5. Ingeborg Riggert-Schlumbohm Forellenzucht W. Riggert
D-29465 Schnega

6. Volker Buchtmann Fischzucht Nordbach
D-21441 Garstedt

7. Sven Kramer Forellenzucht Kaierde
D-31073 Delligsen

8. Hans-Peter Klusak Fischzucht Grönegau
D-49328 Melle

9. F. Feuerhake Forellenzucht Rheden
D-31039 Rheden
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3.2. THURINGIA

1. Firma Tautenhahn D-98646 Trostadt

2. Thüringer Forstamt Leinefelde Fischzucht Worbis
D-37327 Leinefelde

3. Fischzucht Salza GmbH D-99734 Nordhausen-Salza

4. Fischzucht Kindelbrück GmbH D-99638 Kindelbrück

5. Reinhardt Strecker Forellenzucht Orgelmühle
D-37351 Dingelstadt

3.3. BADEN–WÜRTTEMBERG

1. Heiner Feldmann Riedlingen/Neufra
D-88630 Pfullendorf

2. Walter Dietmayer Forellenzucht Walter Dietmayer, Hettingen,
D-72501 Gammertingen

3. Heiner Feldmann Bad Waldsee
D-88630 Pfullendorf

4. Heiner Feldmann Bergatreute
D-88630 Pfullendorf

5. Oliver Fricke Anlage Wuchzenhofen, Boschenmühle
D-87764 Mariasteinbach-Legau

6. Peter Schmaus Fischzucht Schmaus, Steinental
D-88410 Steinental/Hauerz

7. Josef Schnetz Fenkenmühle
D-88263 Horgenzell

8. Erwin Steinhart Quellwasseranlage Steinhart, Hettingen
D-72513 Hettingen

9. Hugo Strobel Quellwasseranlage Otterswang, Sägmühle
D-72505 Hausen am Andelsbach

10. Reinhard Lenz Forsthaus, Gaimühle
D-64759 Sensbachtal

11. Peter Hofer Sulzbach
D-78727 Aisteig/Oberndorf

12. Stephan Hofer Oberer Lautenbach
D-78727 Aisteig/Oberndorf

13. Stephan Hofer Unterer Lautenbach
D-78727 Aisteig/Oberndorf

14. Stephan Hofer Schelklingen
D-78727 Aisteig/Oberndorf

15. Hubert Schuppert Brutanlage: Obere Fischzucht
Mastanlage: Untere Fischzucht
D-88454 Unteressendorf
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16. Johannes Dreier Brunnentobel
D-88299 Leutkirch/Hebrazhofen

17. Peter Störk Wagenhausen
D-88348 Saulgau

18. Erwin Steinhart Geislingen/St.
D-73312 Geislingen/St.

19. Joachim Schindler Forellenzucht Lohmühle
D-72275 Alpirsbach

20. Heribert Wolf Forellenzucht Sohnius
D-72160 Horb-Diessen

21. Claus Lehr Forellenzucht Reinerzau
D-72275 Alpirsbach-Reinerzau

22. Hugo Hager Bruthausanlage
D-88639 Walbertsweiler

23. Hugo Hager Waldanlage
D-88639 Walbertsweiler

24. Gumpper und Stöll GmbH Forellenhof Rössle, Honau
D-72805 Liechtenstein

25. Ulrich Ibele Pfrungen
D-88271 Pfrungen

26. Hans Schmutz Brutanlage 1, Brutanlage 2, Brut- und Setzlingsan-
lage 3 (Hausanlage)
D-89155 Erbach

27. Wilhelm Drafehn Obersimonswald
D-77960 Seelbach

28. Wilhelm Drafehn Brutanlage Seelbach
D-77960 Seelbach

29. Franz Schwarz Oberharmersbach
D-77784 Oberharmersbach

30. Meinrad Nuber Langenenslingen
D-88515 Langenenslingen

31. Anton Spieß Höhmühle
D-88353 Kißleg

32. Karl Servay Osterhofen
D-88339 Bad Waldsee

33. Kreissportfischereiverein Biberach Warthausen
D-88400 Biberach

34. Hans Schmutz Gossenzugen
D-89155 Erbach

35. Reinhard Rösch Haigerach
D-77723 Gengenbach
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36. Harald Tress Unterlauchringen
D-79787 Unterlauchringen

37. Alfred Tröndle Tiefenstein
D-79774 Albbruck

38. Alfred Tröndle Unteralpfen
D-79774 Unteralpfen

39. Peter Hofer Schenkenbach
D-78727 Aigsteg/Oberndorf

40. Heiner Feldmann Bainders
D-88630 Pfullendorf

41. Andreas Zordel Fischzucht Im Gänsebrunnen
D-75305 Neuenbürg

42. Hans Fischböck Forellenzucht am Kocherursprung
D-73447 Oberkochen

43. Hans Fischböck Fischzucht
D-73447 Oberkochen

44. Josef Dürr Forellenzucht Igersheim
D-97980 Bad Mergentheim

45. Kurt Englerth und Sohn GBR Anlage Berneck
D-72297 Seeewald

46. Fischzucht Anton Jung Anlage Rohrsee
D-88353 Kisslegg

47. Staatliches Forstamt Wangen Anlage Karsee
D-88364 Wangen i.A.

48. Simon Philipson Anlage Weissenbronnen
D-88364 Wolfegg

49. Hans Klaiber Anlage Bad Wildbad
D-75337 Enzklösterle

50. Josef Hönig Forellenzucht Hönig
D-76646 Bruchsal-Heidelsheim

51. Werner Baur Blitzenreute
D-88273 Fronreute-Blitzenreute

52. Gerhard Weihmann Mägerkingen
D-72574 Bad Urach-Seeburg

53. Hans und Hubert Belser GBR Dettingen
D-72401 Haigerloch-Gruol

54. Staatliche Forstämter Ravensburg und Wangen Altdorfer Wald
D-88214 Ravensburg

55. Anton Jung Bunkhoferweiher, Schanzwiesweiher und Häckler-
weiher
D-88353 Kisslegg
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56. Hildegart Litke Holzweiher
D-88480 Achtstetten

57. Werner Wägele Ellerazhofer Weiher
D-88319 Aitrach

58. Ernst Graf Hatzenweiler
Osterbergst. 8
D-88239 Wangen-Hatzenweiler

59. Fischbrutanstalt des Landes Baden-Württemberg Obereisenbach
Argenweg 50
D-88085 Langenargen

60. Johann-Georg Huchler Gutenzell
Ochsenhauserstr. 17
D-88484 Gutenzell

61. Meinrad Nuber Ochsenhausen
Obere Wiesen 1
D-88416 Ochsenhausen

62. Bezirksfischereiverein Nagoldtal e.V. Kentheim
Lange Steige 34
D-75365 Calw

63. Berd und Volker Fänrich Neumühle
D-88260 Ratzenried-Argenbühl

3.4. NORTH RHINE–WESTPHALIA

1. Wolfgang Lindhorst-Emme Hirschquelle
D-33758 Schloss Holte-Stukenbrock

2. Wolfgang Lindhorst-Emme Am Oelbach
D-33758 Schloss Holte-Stukenbrock

3. Hugo Rameil und Söhne Sauerländer Forellenzucht
D-57368 Lennestadt-Gleierbrück

4. Peter Horres Ovenhausen, Jätzer Mühle
D-37671 Höxter

5. Wolfgang Middendorf Fischzuchtbetrieb Middendorf
D-46348 Raesfeld

3.5. BAVARIA

1. Gerstner Peter (Forellenzuchtbetrieb Juraquell) Wellheim
D-97332 Volkach

2. Werner Ruf Fischzucht Wildbad
D-86925 Fuchstal-Leeder

3. Rogg Fisch Rogg
D-87751 Heimertingen
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3.6. SAXONY

1. Anglerverband Südachsen ‘Mulde/Elster’ e.V. Forellenanlage Schlettau
D-09487 Schlettau

2. H. und G. Ermisch GbR Forellen- und Lachszucht
D-01844 Langburkersdorf

3.7. HESSEN

1. Hermann Rameil Fischzuchtbetriebe Hermann Rameil
D-34560 Fritzlar

4. FISH FARMS IN SPAIN APPROVED WITH REGARD TO VHS AND IHN

4.1. REGION: AUTONOMOUS COMMUNITY OF ARAGON

1. Truchas del Prado located in Alcalá de Ebro, Province of Zaragoza
(Aragón)

5.A. FISH FARMS IN FRANCE APPROVED WITH REGARD TO VHS AND IHN

5.A.1. ADOUR-GARONNE

1. Pisciculture de Sarrance F-64490 Sarrance (Pyrénées-Atlantiques)

2. Pisciculture des Sources F-12540 Cornus (Aveyron)

3. Pisciculture de Pissos F-40410 Pissos (Landes)

4. Pisciculture de Tambareau F-40000 Mont-de-Marsan (Landes)

5. Pisiculture ‘Les Fontaines d'Escot’ F-64490 Escot (Pyrénées-Atlantiques)

6. Pisciculture de la Forge F-47700 Casteljaloux (Lot-et-Garonne)

5.A.2. ARTOIS-PICARDIE

1. Pisciculture du Moulin du Roy F-62156 Rémy (Pas-de-Calais)

2. Pisciculture du Bléquin F-62380 Séningheim (Pas-de-Calais)

5.A.3. AQUITAINE

1. SARL Salmoniculture de la Ponte — Station
d'Alevinage du Ruisseau Blanc

Le-Meysout F-40120 Arue

5.A.4. DRÔME

1. Pisiculture ‘Sources de la Fabrique’ 40, Chemin de Robinson
F-26000 Valence

5.A.5. HAUTE-NORMANDIE

1. Pisciculture des Godeliers F-27210 Le Torpt
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5.A.6. LOIRE-BRETAGNE

1. SCEA ‘Truites du lac de Cartravers’ Bois-Boscher
F-22460 Merleac (Côtes d'Armor)

2. Pisciculture du Thélohier F-35190 Cardroc (Ille-et-Vilaine)

3. Pisciculture de Plainville F-28400 Marolles-les-Buis (Eure-et-Loir)

5.A.7. RHIN-MEUSE

1. Pisciculture du ruisseau de Dompierre F-55300 Lacroix-sur-Meuse (Meuse)

2. Pisciculture de la source de la Deüe F-55500 Cousances-aux-Bois (Meuse)

5.A.8. RHÔNE-MÉDITERRANÉE–CORSE

1. Pisciculture Charles Murgat Les Fontaines
F-38270 Beaufort (Isère)

5.A.9. SEINE-NORMANDIE

1. Pisciculture du Vaucheron F-55130 Gondrecourt-le-Château (Meuse)

5.B. FISH FARMS IN FRANCE APPROVED WITH REGARD TO VHS

5.B.1. ARTOIS–PICARDIE

1. Pisciculture de Sangheen F-62102 Calais (Pas-de-Calais)

6. FISH FARMS IN ITALY APPROVED WITH REGARD TO VHS AND IHN

6.1. REGION: FRIULI VENEZIA GIULIA

River Stella basin

1. Azienda ittica agricola Collavini Mario Via Tiepolo 12, I-33032 Bertiolo (UD) — N.
I096UD005

6.2. REGION: PROVINCIA AUTONOMA DI TRENTO

Noce basin

1. Ass. Pescatori Solandri (Loc. Fucine) Cavizzana

Brenta basin

2. Campestrin Giovanni Telve Valsugana (Fontane)

3. Ittica Resenzola Serafini Grigno

4. Ittica Resenzola Selva Grigno

5. Leornadi F.lli Levico Terme (S. Giuliana)

6. Dellai Giuseppe-Trot. Valsugana Grigno (Fontana Secca, Maso Puele)
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Adige basin

7. Celva Remo Pomarolo

8. Margonar Domenico Ala (Pilcante)

9. Degiuli Pasquale Mattarello (Regole)

10. Tamanini Livio Vigolo Vattaro

11 Troticultura Istituto Agrario di S. Michele a/A. S. Michele all'Adige

Sarca basin

12. Ass. Pescatori Basso Sarca Ragoli (Pez)

13. Stab. Giudicariese La Mola Tione (Delizia d'Ombra)

14. Azienda Agricola La Sorgente s.s. Tione (Saone)

15. Fonti del Dal s.s. Lomaso (Dasindo)

16. Comfish Srl (ex Paletti) Preore (Molina)

17. Ass. Pescatori Basso Sarca Tenno (Pranzo)

18. Troticultura ‘La Fiana’ Di Valenti Claudio (Bondo)

Chiese basin

19. Facchini Emiliano Pieve di Bono (Agrone)

6.3. REGION: UMBRIA

Nera river valley

1. Impianto Ittogenico provinciale Loc Ponte di Cerreto di Spoleto (PG) — public plant
(province of Perugía)

6.4. REGION: VENETO

Astico basin

1. Centro Ittico Valdastico Valdastico (Veneto, Province Vicenza)

River Lietta basin

2. Azienda Agricola Lietta sas Via Rai 3, 31010 Ormelle (TV) — no 052TV074

7. FISH FARMS IN AUSTRIA APPROVED WITH REGARD TO VHS AND IHN

1. Alois Köttl Forellenzucht Alois Köttl
A-4872 Neukirchen a.d. Vöckla
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