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	Summary
[bookmark: _Hlk101342700]In conformity with Article 10 of the Financial Regulations of the Special Account for the Fund for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage, the present document includes narrative and financial reports for the Intangible Cultural Heritage Fund for the period 1 January 2022 to 30 June 2023.




Background 
1. The Special Account for the Fund for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage (hereafter ‘the Fund’) is governed by its Financial Regulations, adopted by the Committee at its first extraordinary session and last amended by the General Assembly at its eighth session (Resolution 8.GA 7). In conformity with Article 10 of the Financial Regulations, a biennial financial report showing the income and expenditure and a biennial narrative report shall be submitted to the Committee. The present document includes such reports, covering the period from 1 January 2022 to 30 June 2023. A document covering the entire biennium from 1 January 2022 to 31 December 2023 will then be presented to the tenth session of the General Assembly in mid-2024.
[bookmark: _Hlk147410912]The reports should be read in conjunction with the overview of status and trends of the Fund contained in document LHE/23/18.COM/14, the Report by the Secretariat on its activities during the same reporting period (document LHE/23/18.COM/5) and the two reports on voluntary supplementary contributions received during the period (documents LHE/22/17.COM/12 and LHE/23/18.COM/13).
The present document contains: 
· an overview of the income of the Fund (Part A);
· a report on the use of the financial resources of the Fund (Part B);
· Annex I – the financial report of the Fund for the reporting period (Statement I) and the associated schedule of appropriations and expenditure for the same period (Schedule 1.1);
· Annex II – the list of voluntary supplementary contributions paid between 1 January 2022 and 30 June 2023 for specific purposes, as stipulated in Article 25.5 of the Convention, following a decision of the Committee; 
· Annex III – the total expenditure incurred for each specific activity/project approved by the Committee, from its beginning until 30 June 2023;
· Annex IV – the forecasts, based on the Secretariat’s estimation, for the future use of the funds allocated to ongoing specific activities/projects approved by the Committee;
· Annex V – a detailed report on the progress of the implementation of the spending plan for the ‘other functions of the Committee’ for the period 1 January 2022 to 30 June 2023. 
A. Income (Statement I in Annex I and Annex II)[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Figures have been rounded as compared to Annexes I and II, pages 6 – 8. ] 

The sources of income are governed by Article 25.3 of the Convention and Article 5 of the above-mentioned Financial Regulations. During the reporting period, income of the Fund consisted of:
	a) Compulsory and voluntary assessed contributions from States Parties[footnoteRef:3] [3: 	In Financial Statement I (Annex I), the assessed compulsory contributions for the period 2022 – 2023 are shown as income, whether they have been received or not. As at 30 June 2023, the total unpaid balance of assessed contributions represented the equivalent of 38% of 2022 – 2023 compulsory contributions. Detailed account of assessed contributions received from each State Party is available in the Statement of assessed contributions for the period 1 January 2022 to 30 June 2023.] 


	Compulsory contributions from 175 States Parties to the Convention, as described in Article 26.1 of the Convention
	US$3,956,410

	Voluntary contributions received from three of the five States Parties, which, at the time of their ratification, had recourse to Article 26.2 of the Convention 
	US$541,684

	b) Voluntary supplementary contributions

	Contributions made for specific purposes relating to specific projects approved by the Committee, in accordance with Article 25.5 of the Convention:
	

	From the Netherlands for the implementation of the programme ‘Strengthening capacities for preparing nomination files for the Lists of the 2003 Convention in Small Island and Developing States (SIDS) in Latin America and the Caribbean’ (Decision 16.COM 12)
	US$74,776

	From ICHCAP (International Information and Networking Centre for Intangible Cultural Heritage in the Asia-Pacific Region) for the implementation of the programme ‘Strengthening capacities at the national and local levels for the safeguarding of intangible cultural heritage in the United Republic of Tanzania and contributing to sustainable development’ (Decision 16.COM 12)
	US$81,271

	From ICHCAP (International Information and Networking Centre for Intangible Cultural Heritage in the Asia-Pacific Region) for the implementation of the programme ‘Practical handbook on periodic reporting with a self-learning tool on the Overall results framework for the implementation of the Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage’ (Decision 16.COM 12)
	US$40,000

	Sub-fund intended exclusively to strengthen the human capacities of the Secretariat (Resolution 3.GA 9)
	

	France
	US$105,597

	Lithuania
	US$5,056

	Monaco
	US$9,690

	Slovakia
	US$8,529

	Slovenia
	US$5,330

	c) Interest credited to the Fund
	US$471,598

	
	

	TOTAL
	US$5,299,941



Compared to the same period in the preceding biennium, the total income during the reporting period remained relatively unchanged, increasing slightly by 2%, due to an increase of (i) voluntary assessed contributions by 26% (from US$430,019 to US$541,684), (ii) compulsory assessed contributions by 4% (from US$3,800,602 to US$3,956,410), and (iii) interest by 155% (from US$184,853 to US$471,598). In contrast, the voluntary supplementary contributions decreased by 56% (from US$757,268 to US$330,248), as detailed in document LHE/23/18.COM/13. 
B. Use of the financial resources of the Fund (Statement I and Schedule 1.1, pages 6 – 7)
By its Resolution 9.GA 10, the General Assembly approved a budget of US$8,732,653 for the period 1 January 2022 to 31 December 2023. This corresponds to the balance of the Fund (excluding the sub-fund dedicated to specific activities approved by the Committee and the sub-fund for enhancing the human capacities of the Secretariat) on 1 January 2022 (US$9,732,653) less the Reserve Fund accumulated up to that date (US$1,000,000).
The Financial Report (Schedule 1.1) shows a total expenditure of US$5,277,305 as of 30 June 2023, which corresponds to 60.4% of the approved budget. This represents a significant increase compared to the 2020 – 2021 biennium marked by the COVID-19 pandemic (32.4% expenditure rate on 30 June 2021) and even the 2018 – 2019 biennium (47.2% expenditure rate on 30 June 2019). Explanations for each budget line of the schedule of appropriations and expenditure are provided below. 
In line with the priorities set by the Guidelines for the use of the resources of the Fund in Chapter II.1 of the Operational Directives, the General Assembly decided that the majority of the resources (budget line 1, 50% of the approved Plan excluding budget line 1.1) would continue to be allocated to the provision of International Assistance to States Parties in order to supplement their national efforts to safeguard intangible cultural heritage. 
As at 30 June 2023, the expenditures under budget line 1 more than doubled compared to the same period in the previous biennium (from US$1.03 million for the 1 January 2020 to 30 June 2021 period to US$2.2 million from 1 January 2022 to 30 June 2023). It corresponds to eighteen International Assistance projects contracted during the reporting period, including five in the Africa region (39% of the total expenditure related to International Assistance) and six in Small Island Developing States (30% of the total expenditure related to International Assistance). For 10 beneficiary States Parties (4 Small Island Developing States), this constituted the first project supported by the Fund under the International Assistance mechanisms, thereby demonstrating the continued expansion of their geographical outreach. Documents LHE/22/17.COM/6.d and LHE/23/18.COM/10 provide an overview of the implementation of the International Assistance mechanisms – cumulatively covering the period from July 2021 to June 2023 – and contain, in their Annex I, a list of narrative reports submitted by beneficiary States Parties on the use of the assistance provided. 
Furthermore, expenditures related to fifteen other approved International Assistance requests have not yet been reflected in Schedule 1.1. This is due to the fact that contracts for seven of them have been established after 30 June 2023 and contracts for eight others are expected to be established before the end of the year. The expenditure rate is foreseen to rise up to 82% at the end of biennium when the above-mentioned contracts are established.
1. The budget line 1.1 (10% of the approved Plan) was used to cover the biennial costs of three extra-budgetary fixed-term posts (one P3, one P2 and one G5) that were created by the General Assembly at its seventh session in 2018 to fully activate the International Assistance mechanisms and effectively monitor and evaluate their implementation (Resolution 7.GA 8). The ‘Safeguarding Implementation and Monitoring (SIM) Team’ was established and continues to be operational since February 2020.
Concerning the budget line 2 (2.6% of approved Plan), the expenditures reflected include the provision of technical assistance to nine States Parties for the development and revision of their International Assistance requests, in accordance with Decision 8.COM 7.c. Among the nine States Parties, four are from the Africa region and four are Small Island Developing States. The expenditure rate of this budget line reached 40.5% against 6.7% during the same period in the 2020 – 2021 biennium. During the reporting period, five International Assistance requests were finalized through this support mechanism, all of which were approved by the Bureau. In addition, one request that has benefitted from this mechanism was examined and approved by the Bureau in October 2023 while three other requests are expected to be finalized in 2024. 
The use of the budget for the ‘other functions of the Committee’ (budget line 3: 20% of approved Plan) is based on a percentage breakdown in terms of Expected Results which are aligned with the performance indicators defined in the approved 41 C/5 for the Major Programme IV Culture, Outcome 5, Output 5.CLT4 ‘Member States’ and communities’ capacities strengthened to identify, safeguard and promote living heritage’. According to the Plan approved by the General Assembly (see document LHE/22/9.GA/10), these funds were dedicated to: capacity-building and guidance on safeguarding measures and good practices (33% of budget line 3); enhanced monitoring and knowledge management services (25% of budget line 3); awareness-raising and outreach (23% of budget line 3); and the integration of intangible cultural heritage into development plans, policies and programmes (19% of budget line 3). As at 30 June 2023, the expenditure rate of this budget line stood at 72.7%. It is a considerable increase compared to 44.3% at the same period in the previous biennium. The expenditure rate is expected to surpass 80% at the end of biennium. A detailed narrative report on the progress of the implementation of these funds can be found in Annex V. 
Budget line 4 (3.1% of the approved Plan) is used to finance the participation of experts representing developing States Members in the Committee, its Bureau and subsidiary bodies. The expenditure rate of 40.1% corresponds to (a) the participation costs of fourteen experts in the seventeenth session of the Committee, and (b) a provision for the costs of participation of eligible experts in the eighteenth session of the Committee.
[bookmark: _Hlk147489302]The expenditure rate of budget line 5 (3.3% of approved Plan), used for facilitating the participation of experts from developing States Parties non-members of the Committee in Committee sessions and those serving in the Evaluation Body to meetings of the Body, has reached 100%. It reflects: (a) the participation of thirty-one experts in the seventeenth session of the Committee; (b) the participation of seven members of the Evaluation Body eligible for such support in the meetings of the Evaluation Body held at UNESCO Headquarters during the reporting period; and (c) a provision of funds for the participation of eligible experts in the eighteenth session of the Committee.
Budget line 6 shows an expenditure rate of 99.9% and reflects the participation costs of the seven accredited non-governmental organizations (NGOs) serving on the Evaluation Body in 2022 and/or 2023, as well as the participation of forty-six NGOs in the seventeenth session of the Committee. It also includes a provision for the participation costs of accredited NGOs from developing countries in the eighteenth session of the Committee. 
Lastly, budget line 7 shows an expenditure rate of 40.8%, corresponding to the fees of the eligible members of the Evaluation Body (eleven in 2022 and eleven in 2023) including those of the Chairpersons, Vice-Chairpersons and Rapporteurs of the Body for the additional tasks they perform. A total of fifty-seven files were assessed by the Evaluation Body in 2022, and fifty-nine other files were evaluated in 2023. In line with previous biennia, the expenditure rate remains relatively low, because the amount approved for this line is set high to ensure sufficient funds for establishing contracts of the members of the Evaluation Body at the beginning of the evaluation cycle, when only one-fourth of the total budget is available. 
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ANNEX V

IMPLEMENTATION REPORT OF THE SPENDING PLAN FOR 
THE ‘OTHER FUNCTIONS OF THE COMMITTEE’

1 JANUARY 2022 TO 30 JUNE 2023
[bookmark: _Hlk101342770]For the period 1 January 2022 to 31 December 2023, the spending plan for the ‘other functions of the Committee’ was approved by the General Assembly in July 2022 (Resolution 9.GA 10). The tables below provide information on (a) the implementation of activities for the period from 1 January 2022 to 30 June 2023 as approved in the spending plan along with (b) a table under each expected result providing an analysis of the main challenges encountered and the corrective measures adopted.
ASSESSMENT BY EXPECTED RESULT[footnoteRef:4] [4:  All figures in the tables are extracted from the Financial report (as of 30 June 2023) issued by UNESCO’s Bureau of Strategic Planning – Grants Management Section. All figures in the tables are expressed in US dollars.] 

	Budget approved for 2022/2023
	Expenditures at 30/06/2023
	Exp. Rate %
at 30/06/2023

	1,746,531.00
	1,269,614.19
	72.7%


Expected Result 1:	Sound governance of the 2003 Convention facilitated by enhanced monitoring and knowledge management services
	[bookmark: _Hlk81489931]Allocation
	Expenditures
	Exp. Rate %
at 30/06/2023

	436,633.00
	398,808.19
	91.3%



	Main achievements:
01/01/2022 to 30/06/2023

	Knowledge management processes and data analysis optimized through monitoring interfaces and online workflows
· Internal knowledge management services and workflows updated to reflect outcomes of the global reflection on the listing mechanisms of the Convention (transfers between Lists and Register, submission of new types of video materials as part of the nomination process).
· Infrastructure of knowledge management system updated and performance issues solved to better face peaks of traffic during important statutory events and deadlines.
· Creation of a new internal dashboard initiated to manage the increasing amount of data, focusing on maintaining current data and preventing any interruption to operations. 

	Provision of guidance on good practices on measures for the safeguarding of intangible cultural heritage facilitated
· Reflection on a broader implementation of Article 18 of the 2003 Convention carried out through the organization of a Category VI expert meeting (Stockholm, Sweden, April 2023) and meeting of an Open-ended intergovernmental working group (UNESCO Headquarters, July 2023) with support from the Government of Sweden. Outcomes of the reflection, including proposed amendments to the Operational Directives, are presented to the eighteenth session of the Committee.
· Data gathered through periodic reports analyzed in the form of an in-depth analytical report in three languages (English, French, Spanish) for States Parties in Latin America and the Caribbean (2022) and an analytical overview in two languages (English, French) of the 42 reports submitted by States Parties in Europe (2022).

	International Assistance mechanisms promoted among partners and stakeholders
· Revised Toolkit for requesting International Assistance from the 2003 Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage published in English and French to reflect the amendments made to the Operational Directives by the ninth session of the General Assembly in July 2022.
· Six online sessions organized in four languages (Arabic, English, French and Spanish) in March 2022 and April 2023 to raise the awareness of various stakeholders of the Convention about International Assistance mechanisms.

	Basic Texts of the Convention revised and published
· 2022 edition of the Basic Texts of the Convention designed, edited and published in the six working languages of the General Assembly. This version integrates the amendments to the Operational Directives adopted by the ninth session of the General Assembly in 2022.


Challenges and risks in implementation and remedial actions
	Key challenges
	Remedial actions

	The recent reflections and reforms undertaken concerning the listing mechanisms, International Assistance or periodic reporting have led the governing bodies of the Convention and through them the Secretariat, to receive an exponentially increasing amount of information and data, coming in various forms (forms, reports, online tools), formats (written, audio, video) and languages. 
	Priority was given in the operations of the Secretariat during the biennium to the ongoing adaptation and enhancement of online tools and interfaces for the governing bodies of the Convention, the Secretariat and other stakeholders for improved data management and information dissemination.



Expected Result 2: Implementation of the Convention in Member States encouraged through a strengthened capacity-building programme and guidance on safeguarding measures and good practices
	[bookmark: _Hlk81490153]Allocation
	Expenditures
	Exp. Rate %
at 30/06/2023

	576,355.00
	450,782.77
	78.2%



	Main achievements:
01/01/2022 to 30/06/2023

	Facilitators’ network strengthened
· [bookmark: _Hlk147919606]Global network of facilitators significantly strengthened with ninety-five new members (60% women) from all regions following a global call for expression of interest. Series of online orientation sessions completed for the new members to equip them with the basic knowledge on the Convention and the network.
· New strategy for regional, contextualised training on the implementation of the Convention for the new members developed and currently implemented in all regions in cooperation with the field offices and with the support of Category 2 Centers.
· Knowledge of experienced network members enhanced on periodic reporting under the Convention through two 18-hour online courses completed in support of the regional reporting cycles in Africa and Asia and the Pacific.

	Reorienting the capacity-building programme for multimodal delivery and thematic expansion advanced
· Learning Management System (LMS) for the programme designed and established. Conversion of 3 modules (> 35 thematic units) of capacity-building materials for online learning courses and multimodal delivery formats on the LMS advanced through a partnership agreement with the International Labour Organization’s International Training Centre and in collaboration with senior facilitators.
· Training course on periodic reporting for country focal points updated and adapted to combine online and presential training sessions for the roll-out of the reformed periodic reporting mechanism in the Arab States and Africa Region. 
· Eighteen country focal points from the Arab States trained in collaboration with the Sharjah Institute for Heritage and forty-four country focal points from Africa trained in collaboration with the Regional Centre for the safeguarding of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Africa (CRESPIAF).
· Twelve senior facilitators from the Asia and the Pacific region equipped to support capacity building for country focal points on periodic reporting through their participation in an online training course (18 hours) organized on the topic in collaboration with the International Training Center for Intangible Cultural Heritage in the Asia-Pacific Region (CRIHAP).
· Capacity-building materials on nominations (18 hours) updated to align with the results of the global reflection on the listing mechanisms of the 2003 Convention. 
· Side event exhibition on the first Massive Open Online Course (MOOC) on Living heritage and sustainable development, organized during the ninth session of the General Assembly and the seventeenth session of the Committee, to raise awareness for this innovative learning opportunity.

	Networking, partnerships and youth involvement strengthened
· Annual coordination meeting with Category 2 centres working in the field of living heritage organized, resulting in networking and planning for joint actions (10th and 11th sessions in 2022 and 2023). 
· Side event with UNESCO Chairs organized at seventeenth session of the Committee, facilitating experience sharing and identification of future collaboration facilitated.
· New audiences of young people engaged in learning about living heritage and sustainable development through the roll-out of the first comprehensive Massive Open Online Course (MOOC) in 3 languages on the topic, in partnership with ICHCAP and the SDG Academy (> 3500 learners from > 160 countries as of October 2023).
· Increased information and resources available on global tertiary education networking for integrating living heritage safeguarding in universities through updating the webpage.


Challenges and risks in implementation and remedial actions
	Key challenges
	Remedial actions

	The capacity building approach for periodic reporting has contributed to ensuring high submission rates across all regions so far. However, periodic reporting requires coordinated teamwork with many stakeholders at the national level, who may not all have access to the synchronous capacity building activities, but are looking for user-friendly guidance.
	To respond to this challenge, and thanks to the generous contribution from the Republic of Korea, the Secretariat is working on the development of a handbook for periodic reporting, which will display user-friendly tools (both online and offline) for asynchronous learning, easily shareable with stakeholders involved.

	Finding a suitable partner to design and develop online learning courses and multimodal delivery formats for the Learning Management System of the capacity-building programme for safeguarding living heritage and sustainable development was a considerable challenge. 
The task requires a specific skill sets in the field of instructional design combined with a thorough understanding of the programme goals and the multistakeholder audiences served by this programme (government officials, bearer communities of living heritage, civil society organizations, actors from various development sectors).
	To overcome the challenge, UNESCO engaged in a UN-to-UN partnership with the International Training Centre for ILO, which has the specific combination of knowledge, skills and experiences and is now working closely with the Secretariat and experienced facilitators to produce the online courses and training formats best tailored to the programme needs.



Expected Result 3:	Integration of intangible cultural heritage into development plans, policies and programmes supported
	Allocation
	Expenditures
	Exp. Rate %
at 30/06/2023

	323,108.00
	187,075.71
	57.9%



	Main achievements:
01/01/2022 to 30/06/2023

	Partnerships and tools for the implementation of the living heritage and education programme developed 
· Collaboration with the Education Sector further strengthened through providing technical support for the integration of living heritage safeguarding in key international standard-setting instruments and frameworks, such as the Culture and Arts Education Framework and the revision of the ‘1974 Recommendation’[footnoteRef:5]. [5:  The Recommendation on Education for Peace and Human Rights, International Understanding, Cooperation, Fundamental Freedoms, Global Citizenship and Sustainable Development (adopted with this new title at the dedicated intergovernmental meeting)] 

· Paper on Global Citizenship Education and Intangible Cultural Heritage commissioned and peer-reviewed jointly with the Education Sector to further build understanding of all stakeholders on these linkages for future action in this field.
· Partnership under establishment with a university in Africa to design and test tools to assess learning achievement that results from integrating living heritage in formal education with a view to demonstrate better the benefits of this approach for the learners, their communities and for improving educational quality and relevance.
· Joint theory of change prepared with Education Sector at UNESCO Harare Office to guide a project on living heritage and education in Zimbabwe and Namibia (in line with Recommendation 4 of the 2021 IOS Evaluation).
· Clearinghouse on living heritage and education now accessible in two additional languages (French and Spanish) and updated with 55 resources for learners, teachers, educators and experts, 30 projects, 25 events and 22 news.

	Importance of safeguarding living heritage for sustainable development demonstrated through thematic initiatives
· Draft guidance note and background documents on economic dimensions of safeguarding intangible cultural heritage prepared in view of a Category VI expert meeting on the topic planned for September/October 2023.
· Scoping literature review and background documents completed as preparatory steps for the drafting of a guidance note on safeguarding intangible cultural heritage and climate change. Background documents are foreseen to be examined by a peer review panel of experts in the second half of 2023.
· In preparation to a guidance note on intangible cultural heritage in urban contexts, global survey, background document; literature review and case study analysis prepared to outline key issues, challenges, and opportunities related to safeguarding living heritage in cities, and propose methodological approaches addressing the needs of intangible cultural heritage in urban settings and emphasizing urban planning perspectives. 


Challenges and risks in implementation and remedial actions 
	Key challenges
	Remedial actions

	The Living heritage and Education programme has contributed to a better understanding among education and culture stakeholders of the role of living heritage for attaining Sustainable Development Goal 4 on quality education and lifelong learning for all and demonstrated approaches of how to integrate living heritage in formal and non-formal education. However, anchoring the ‘learning with living heritage’ more firmly in education systems is a challenge, partly because it is not always possible, to provide the evidence of how it impacts students' learning achievement.
	To address this challenge, UNESCO is developing partnerships with specialized universities, who bring together experts and educators working at the junction of living heritage and education, to develop tools to assess the learning achievement that results from integrating living heritage in education.

	The implementation of thematic initiatives represents new forays into the creation of important linkages between living heritage and areas of sustainable development. As such, they require tackling new and complex issues in the field and understanding the state of affairs with already ongoing actions from existing intergovernmental, international and national stakeholders.
	The Secretariat initiated global surveys for all three thematic initiatives to understand the scope of existing activities and gather insights from stakeholders. Furthermore, a wide range of professionals coming from different fields of expertise – often in the form of peer review panels and/or through expert meetings – is involved in each initiative to develop a comprehensive approach to intangible cultural heritage safeguarding and sustainable development. 



Expected Result 4:	Objectives of the Convention promoted through awareness-raising and outreach
	Allocation
	Expenditures
	Exp. Rate %
at 30/06/2023

	410,435.00
	232,947.95
	56.8%



	Main achievements:
01/01/2022 to 30/06/2023

	Communication and outreach tools developed and implemented to promote the objectives of the Convention, in particular in the context of the twentieth anniversary of the Convention
· In line with the Global Communication's Strategy of UNESCO, new website of the 2003 Convention (design and organization of the content reviewed) launched in 2022 to align and harmonize it with UNESCO’s graphic charter.
· Website maintained up to date with interactive content: ‘Dive into intangible cultural heritage’ updated with 2022 inscriptions and audio clips introduced for elements inscribed up to 2022.
· Platform dedicated to the twentieth anniversary of the Convention developed and launched in 2023 to highlight milestones in the history of the Convention, showcase activities organized by a broad range of Convention’s stakeholders around the world and facilitate direct engagement under the theme We Are #LivingHeritage.
· Photo exhibition planned to be displayed on the fences of UNESCO Headquarters during the forty-second session of UNESCO’s General Conference to highlight the living and ever-changing nature of intangible cultural heritage in the context of the anniversary.
· Development of a publication on living heritage and indigenous peoples initiated to highlight the experiences and enhance understanding of the crucial role played by indigenous peoples in safeguarding their living heritage through a selection of ten elements inscribed on the Lists of the 2003 Convention. It is expected to be launched at the tenth session of the General Assembly of the States Parties to the Convention (mid- 2024) and as part of UNESCO's actions in the framework of the International Decade of the World's Indigenous Languages (2023-2033).



Challenges and risks in implementation and remedial actions
	Key challenges
	Remedial actions

	The development of outreach partnerships and the opening of more interactive interfaces allowing direct engagement with stakeholders on the Convention’s website contribute positively to the visibility of living heritage but require adequate human resources, as highlighted in the 2021 IOS Evaluation.
	Future programming activities should continue to better factor in the human resources dimension to ensure an efficient implementation. Meanwhile, the use of online tools facilitates an adequate level of visibility for a broad range of communication and outreach activities.
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 Programme 

Activities*

(Schedule 1.1) 

  Fund dedicated to 

specific activities 

approved by the 

Committee 

 Sub-fund for 

Enhancing the 

human capacities 

of the Secretariat  

 Total as at 

30.06.2023 

 Comparative 

30.06.2021 

INCOME

Assessed contributions:

Compulsory 3 956 410,00       -                            -                         3 956 410,00       3 800 602,00      

Voluntary 541 683,92         -                            -                         541 683,92          430 019,00        

Total assessed contributions 4 498 093,92       -                            -                         4 498 093,92       4 230 621,00      

Other income:

Interest 471 598,00         -                            -                         471 598,00          184 853,00        

Voluntary Contributions  -                     196 046,80                134 201,81             330 248,61          757 267,76        

Other -                     -                            -                         -                     -                    

Transfer (to)/ from other funds 1,24                   (1,24)                         -                         -                     -                    

Total other income 471 599,24         196 045,56                134 201,81             801 846,61          942 120,76        

TOTAL INCOME 4 969 693,16       196 045,56                134 201,81             5 299 940,53       5 172 741,76      

Incurred Expenses 2 750 855,65       431 822,42                8 824,73                 3 191 502,80       2 027 043,71      

Management Costs on Incurred Expenses -                     30 227,59                  617,73                    30 845,32            25 328,58          

Commitments 2 526 449,28       137 639,34                -                         2 664 088,62       984 873,28        

TOTAL EXPENDITURE 5 277 304,93       599 689,35                9 442,46                 5 886 436,74       3 037 245,57      

EXCESS (SHORTFALL) OF INCOME OVER EXPENDITURE (307 611,77)        (403 643,79)               124 759,35             (586 496,21)         2 135 496,19      

Savings on prior years' obligations and other adjustments 485 847,22         2 325,29                    -                         488 172,51          70 772,57          

Reserves and fund balances, beginning of the period 9 732 653,09       868 754,50                93 131,13               10 694 538,72     9 651 490,40      

FUND BALANCES END OF THE PERIOD 9 910 888,54       467 436,00                217 890,48             10 596 215,02     11 857 759,16    

*fund balance end of the period includes USD 1,000,000 as Reserve Fund

Financial Report issued by the Grants Management Section, Bureau of Strategic Planning.

(EXPRESSED IN US DOLLARS)
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UNESCO

INTANGIBLE CULTURAL HERITAGE

SCHEDULE OF APPROPRIATIONS AND EXPENDITURE FOR THE PERIOD 1 JANUARY 2022 TO 30 JUNE 2023

 Approved 

Budget 

2022/2023 

 1 Jan 2022 to 

30 Jun 2023 - 

Incurred 

Expenses   Commitments 

 Total 

Expenditure 

 Unspent 

budget 

 Expenditure 

rate 

1. 4 366 326            

Group 1 - Western Europe & North America -                     -                    -                     

Group 2 - Eastern Europe 86 877,00           83 892,00          170 769,00          

Group 3 - Latin/Central America & Caribbean 243 147,96         242 671,15        485 819,11          

Group 4 - Asia & Pacific 266 191,92         382 256,25        648 448,17          

Group 5a - Africa 55 434,00           696 101,00        751 535,00          

Group 5b - Arab States 52 389,48           36 117,76          88 507,24            

Direct administrative expenses 72 792,00           -                    72 792,00            

4 366 326             776 832,36         1 441 038,16     2 217 870,52        2 148 455,48      50,8%

873 265               548 825,62         190 301,54        739 127,16          

5 239 591             1 325 657,98      1 631 339,70     2 956 997,68        2 282 593,32      56,4%

2. 227 049              

Group 1 - Western Europe & North America -                     -                    -                     

Group 2 - Eastern Europe -                     -                    -                     

Group 3 - Latin/Central America & Caribbean 51 036,51           5 580,38            56 616,89            

Group 4 - Asia & Pacific -                     -                    -                     

Group 5a - Africa 16 743,60           16 877,02          33 620,62            

Group 5b - Arab States -                     -                    -                     

Direct administrative expenses 1 645,00             -                    1 645,00             

227 049               69 425,11           22 457,40          91 882,51             135 166,49         40,5%

3.

436 633               307 791,73         91 016,46          398 808,19           37 824,81          91,3%

576 355               335 227,09         115 555,68        450 782,77           125 572,23         78,2%

323 108               106 702,37         80 373,34          187 075,71           136 032,29         57,9%

410 435               130 134,67         102 812,85        232 947,52           177 487,48         56,8%

1 746 531             879 855,86         389 758,33        1 269 614,19        476 916,81         72,7%

4. 270 712               41 624,68           66 807,85          108 432,53           162 279,47         40,1%

5. 288 178               133 525,23         154 521,00        288 046,23           131,77               100,0%

6. 288 178               179 247,08         108 565,00        287 812,08           365,92               99,9%

7. 672 414               121 519,71         153 000,00        274 519,71           397 894,29         40,8%

TOTAL 8 732 653             2 750 855,65      2 526 449,28     5 277 304,93        3 455 348,07      60,4%

Financial Report issued by the Grants Management Section, Bureau of Strategic Planning.

Integration of intangible cultural heritage into development plans, policies and 

programmes supported

Objectives of the Convention promoted through awareness-raising and outreach

Implementation of the Convention in Member States encouraged through a 

strengthened capacity-building programme and guidance on safeguarding measures 

and good practices

The costs of advisory services to be provided at the request of the Committee, 

including support to developing States whose representatives have been appointed 

to the Evaluation Body, the transfer of elements between the Lists and Register of 

the Convention, the inscription of elements on an extended or reduced basis and 

the follow-up of elements inscribed on the Lists of the Convention

International Assistance, comprising the safeguarding of the heritage inscribed on 

the List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding, the 

preparation of inventories and support for other safeguarding programmes, 

projects and activities, including the monitoring and evaluation of requests 

approved

Preparatory assistance for International Assistance requests, as well as for 

nomination files for the Urgent Safeguarding List, for proposals for the Register of 

Good Safeguarding Practices, for the transfer of elements between the Lists and 

Register of the Convention and for the inscription of elements on an extended or 

reduced basis

Other functions of the Committee, as described in Article 7 of the Convention, aimed 

at promoting the objectives of the Convention and encouraging and monitoring its 

implementation, in particular by strengthening capacities to effectively safeguard 

intangible cultural heritage, raising awareness of the importance of such heritage, 

providing guidance on good safeguarding practices and updating and publishing the 

Lists and the Register of Good Safeguarding Practices

Participation in the sessions of the Committee, its Bureau and subsidiary bodies of 

experts in intangible cultural heritage representing developing States that are 

Members of the Committee

Participation in the sessions of the Committee and its consultative bodies of experts 

in intangible cultural heritage representing developing States that are Parties to the 

Convention but not Members of the Committee

Participation in the sessions of the Committee, its Bureau and consultative bodies 

of public or private bodies, private persons, notably members of communities and 

groups, that have been invited by the Committee to advise it on specific matters, as 

well as experts in intangible cultural heritage representing accredited NGOs from 

developing countries

Enhancing human resources to improve the implementation of the International 

Assistance mechanisms through the creation of three extra-budgetary fixed-term posts 

(one P3, one P2 and one G5)

Sound governance of the 2003 Convention facilitated by enhanced monitoring and 

knowledge management services
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Funds received dedicated to specific activities approved by the Committee:

Netherlands 74 775,67    

ICHCAP 121 271,13    196 046,80    

France 105 596,62   

Lithuania 5 056,00      

Monaco 9 689,92      

Slovakia 8 528,78      

Slovenia 5 330,49       134 201,81    

TOTAL 330 248,61    

Financial Report issued by the Grants Management Section, Bureau of Strategic Planning.

Funds received for enhancing the human capacities of the Secretariat:
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LIST OF VOLUNTARY CONTRIBUTIONS

RECEIVED UNDER EARMARKED ACTIVITIES

FOR THE PERIOD 1 JANUARY 2022 TO 30 JUNE 2023
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Project Title

Governing Body 

Decision

Starting Date

Approved 

budget by 

project

Revised 

budget* 

Up to year-end 

2021

Jan 2022 to 

Jun 2023**

TOTAL

Unspent Budget 

30 Jun 2023 - 

based on revised 

budget

1. Strengthening capacities to safeguard intangible cultural 

heritage using multi-modal approaches and contribute to 

sustainable development

4 225 627            4 033 120         3 223 370             446 728                3 670 098                363 022        

PALOP Countries: Angola, Cape Verde, Guinea-Bissau, Mozambique, 

Sao Tome and Principe

5.COM 17

7.COM 19

May 2011 1 058 905            973 373            973 373                -                           973 373                   -                    

Eritrea 7.COM 19 March 2014 278 164               245 943            245 943                -                           245 943                   -                    

Mauritania, Morocco and Tunisia

7.COM 19         

11.COM 6

March 2013 705 581               640 411            604 963                35 155                  640 118                   293               

Suriname and Dutch Caribbean islands (Aruba, Bonaire, Curacao, Sint 

Eustatius, Sint Maarten and Saba) 

7.COM 19 

9.COM 7

11.COM 6

April 2014 616 025               615 630            615 630                -                           615 630                   -                    

Bangladesh 9.COM 7 June 2016 200 000               195 194            195 194                -                           195 194                   -                    

Guatemala 9.COM 7 September 2016 200 000               195 619            195 619                -                           195 619                   -                    

Improvement of the periodic reporting mechanisms under the 2003 

Convention

11.COM 6 June 2017 300 000               299 998            299 998                -                           299 998                   -                    

Strengthening capacities for safeguarding intangible cultural heritage in 

disasters

12.COM 6 January 2021 100 000               100 000            92 650                  -                           92 650                     7 350            

Practical handbook on periodic reporting with a self-learning tool on the 

Overall results framework for the implementation of the Convention for 

the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage

12.COM 6 December 2021 90 000                 90 000              -                           14 208                  14 208                     75 792          

Support of the development and implementation of capacity building 

activities for safeguarding intangible cultural heritage in conflict-related 

situations, including situations of forced displacement

12.COM 6 June 2021 100 000               100 000            -                           31 512                  31 512                     68 488          

Capacity-building for safeguarding intangible cultural heritage and 

contributing to sustainable development

12.COM 6 May 2021 271 445               271 445            -                           246 881                246 881                   24 564          

Strengthening capacities at the national and local levels for the 

safeguarding of intangible cultural heritage in Dominica

12.COM 6 May 2021 65 000                 65 000              -                           46 741                  46 741                     18 259          

Capacity-building for safeguarding intangible cultural heritage in Kenya 12.COM 6 December 2021 84 460                 84 460              -                           50 820                  50 820                     33 640          

Strengthening capacities at the national and local levels for the 

safeguarding of intangible cultural heritage in the United Republic of 

Tanzania and contributing to sustainable development

12.COM 6 March 2022 81 271                 81 271              -                           21 411                  21 411                     59 860          

Strengthening capacities for preparing nomination files for the Lists of 

the 2003 Convention in Small Island and Developing States (SIDS) in 

Latin America and the Caribbean

16.COM 12 July 2023 74 776                 74 776              -                           -                           -                              74 776          

2. Safeguarding intangible cultural heritage in formal and non-

formal education

291 111               291 111            150 956                46 421                  197 377                   93 734          

Safeguarding intangible cultural heritage through formal and non-formal 

education in Latin America and the Caribbean

12.COM 6 November 2020 111 111               111 111            72 658                  25 302                  97 960                     13 151          

Living Heritage and The Sustainable Development Goals: 

Safeguarding intangible cultural heritage through formal and non-formal 

education in the Asia and the Pacific Region and in Africa

12.COM 6 April 2021 180 000               180 000            78 298                  21 119                  99 417                     80 583          

3. Expert meetings 417 238               407 233            292 338                104 215                396 553                   10 680          

Overall results framework 10.COM 9 July 2016 150 000               139 995            139 995                -                           139 995                   -                    

Reflection on the listing mechanisms

12.COM 14

13.COM 6

March 2020 267 238               267 238            152 343                104 215                256 558                   10 680          

TOTAL 4 933 976            4 731 464         3 666 664             597 364                4 264 028                467 436        

* Reduced to actual expenditure for terminated projects or to actual funding received

** including net savings of USD 2,325.29 on liquidation of prior years' obligations

Funds available as at 30 June 2023 for earmarked activities

467 436              

Funding gap as at 30 June 2023 for implementing the above-listed activities

-                          

Financial Report issued by the Grants Management Section, Bureau of Strategic Planning.

UNESCO

INTANGIBLE CULTURAL HERITAGE

Total expenditures incurred under the Fund dedicated to specific activities approved by the Committee

(Expressed in US Dollars)

Expenditure
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Project Title

1 Jul 2023 to 

31 Dec 2023

2024 Total

1. Strengthening capacities to safeguard intangible cultural heritage 

using multi-modal approaches and contribute to sustainable 

development

                 290 887                   71 842                   362 729 

Strengthening capacities for safeguarding intangible cultural heritage in 

disasters

                    7 350                             -                      7 350 

Practical handbook on periodic reporting with a self-learning tool on the 

Overall results framework for the implementation of the Convention for the 

Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage

                  20 000                    55 792                    75 792 

Support of the development and implementation of capacity building activities 

for safeguarding intangible cultural heritage in conflict-related situations, 

including situations of forced displacement

                  68 488                             -                    68 488 

Capacity-building for safeguarding intangible cultural heritage and contributing 

to sustainable development

                  24 564                             -                    24 564 

Strengthening capacities at the national and local levels for the safeguarding 

of intangible cultural heritage in Dominica

                  18 259                             -                    18 259 

Capacity-building for safeguarding intangible cultural heritage in Kenya                   33 640                             -                    33 640 

Strengthening capacities at the national and local levels for the safeguarding 

of intangible cultural heritage in the United Republic of Tanzania and 

contributing to sustainable development

                  59 860                             -                    59 860 

Strengthening capacities for preparing nomination files for the Lists of the 

2003 Convention in Small Island and Developing States (SIDS) in Latin 

America and the Caribbean

                  58 726                    16 050                    74 776 

2. Safeguarding intangible cultural heritage in formal and non-formal 

education

                  13 151                    80 583                    93 734 

Safeguarding intangible cultural heritage through formal and non-formal 

education in Latin America and the Caribbean

                  13 151                             -                    13 151 

Living Heritage and The Sustainable Development Goals: Safeguarding 

intangible cultural heritage through formal and non-formal education in the 

Asia and the Pacific Region and in Africa

                           -                    80 583                    80 583 

3. Expert meetings                   10 680                             -                    10 680 

Reflection on the listing mechanisms                   10 680                             -                    10 680 

TOTAL                  314 718                  152 425                  467 143 

UNESCO

INTANGIBLE CULTURAL HERITAGE

Earmarked Funds for dedicated activities approved by the Committee - Forecast

(Expressed in US Dollars)
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