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L ady Georgiana, wife of Sir John, 9th
Baronet, was passionate about gardening.
A separate flower garden was built for her
in 1856 including a theatre for displaying
auriculas and pelargoniums. Calke’s theatre
is thought to be the oldest still in

existence in England.

The central beds are still in their original
Victorian layout and are ‘bedded out’
twice a year, just as they would have been
in the 1850s.
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Behind the domed Orangery lies the Gardener’s
building. Here is where tools were stored, seeds
sown and plants re-potted. Apples and pears
were stored in the loft above.

Cleaning the harvested vegetables took place
in a stone trough, filled using a hand pump
connected to a well. The produce was then
delivered to the back door of the house.

A tunnel was built under the Pleasure Grounds
near the house to keep the staff out of sight
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Kitchen garden

Once a fully productive garden growing
fruit, vegetables and flowers, the kitchen

garden was also used by the family to
relax and unwind, taking shelter in the
heated orangery with its exotic plants
on colder days.

It was gradually abandoned after the
Second World War, and was ploughed up
for pasture in the 1970s. Today, the ghostly
outlines of the beds remain as a reminder
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Orangery

Slip garden-
open during
summer months

Physic garden

. In the late 1700s herbs were grown in the
Physic Garden to be used for both culinary
and medicinal purposes. Glasshouses and
heated frames were also built here, to grow
vegetables and exotic fruits throughout
the year, including cucumbers, melons,
grapes and pineapples. It was a working
part of the garden, which the family were

unlikely to visit.

gratefully received.

Ice
House

Today the Physic Garden is the main

@ productive garden, with areas for cut
flowers, vegetables, herbs, soft fruits and

orchards of apples and plums. Most of the

produce is available for visitors during the

main growing season, with donations
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