
 

 

 

 

 

 

Canine Legislation Position Statement 

 

DEBARKING 

 

Debarking is a viable veterinary procedure that may allow a dog owner to keep a dog that barks 

excessively in its loving home rather than to be forced to surrender it to a shelter. Debarking should 

only be performed by a qualified, licensed veterinarian after other behavioral modification efforts 

to correct excessive barking have failed. As with other veterinary medical decisions, the decision 

to debark a dog is best left to individual owners and their veterinarians. 

 

 


