Take Government Relations Resources
Home With You!

Pull out your phone camera and hover over the QR code of the literature you want to
take home. Then share with your friends

Above and Beyond

American Kennel Club®
Above and Beyond

What sets the AKC"apart
The AKC... from other dog registries? Plenty!

B is 2 not for-profit arganization

= isth

st purebred dog registry in the world.

= is the sports-govering box og
cluding canformation, agility, obedience, rally,tracking, lure coursing,
arthdog, herding, field tral, hunt test, and coonhound events. There are
5,000 clubs nationwide.

for aver 22,00

ts tens of thousands of and teachers across the
‘country who teach responsible dog ownership and safety around dogs
features an education booth that visits dozens of events and
conferences each year. Established the AKC Patch Program, which aims to
introduce a new generation to the spart.

ted and supports \merican Kennel Club Canine Health
oundation, which funds research projects focusing on the genetics of
disease, the canine genome map, and clinical studies. AKC has donated
«over §33.7 million to the AKC CHF since 1995.

u istheon e:\'!r,l'\a'\'\:zr:\nmzas health screening resuitsinto
afhipor is (OFA) and dog
me o e Canie Eye Bagitaton Faunction (CEAE] v et coarance mmberspted om A <or i
pedigrees and registration documents.

ds. Dﬂqscemﬁeﬂtnbe free

= founded AKC Reunite, which has reunited more than 500,000 lost pets with their owners
and DOGNY whi
Rescue (SAR) organizations throughout the United Sates Daated $35 o to professional and amateur SAR
‘organizations following 9/11.

ich supports Canine Search and

A 10-step test that certifies dogs who have good mannersat homeand in the
community. Over 1 million dogs across the United States have been tested

= thousands of inspections annually to monitor care and cor ntry and
tegrity of the AKC registry.
= 25 2 Government Relations Departme: provides inpy state, and local legs g

responsible dog ownership.

B offers the largest, most comprehensive st of DNA
dentity to ensure reliable registration records.

grams for the purposes of parentage verification and genetic

™ supports one of the worlds largest collections of dog-related fine art and artifacts at the AKC Museum of
which is open to the public.

B houses the worlds largs y. which is open to the public.

that sets criteria and standards for responsible, knowledgeable,

nages a Regi
professional handlers

B Founded the AKC Humane Fund, which provid [

We're more than champion dogs. We're the dog

t iters and 5

champion.

Pet Imports: Protecting
Pet & Public Health

TV FoxNation Listen More

PET HEALTH

Published Septemier 18,2018

Could your rescue dog have r
0060000

FILE -- Stray dogs in Brazil (AF)

While the zika virus poses worrisome human heaith concerns, another potential health
problem is brewing that threatens both humans and domesticated animals —the importing

of foreign dogs for adoption

Many people are unaware that the U.S. has become something of a favored nation for
countries looking to export their rescue dogs due to several reasons

First, Americans are big-hearted, and when seeking dogs many chose animals made

available through rescues.

Sassy’s Story & the
uestion of Tethering

Sassy’s Story and the Question of Tethering

Question: What do these dog owners have in common?

= Owners who hike and camp with their dogs
« Owners in residential developments with architectural and fencing
restrictions

Disabled and biind owners

Owners of working, herding, hunting, field trial and sied dogs

= Owners of escape-artist dogs

Answor: These and other good dog ownors may choose to utilize
tethering to provida thair dogs with exercise and keep them safe.

Providing dogs with secure housing, exercise, playtime, and

socialization is a concem for all owners. In recent years, tethering as a method of confinement for dogs has become a
controversial topic, and numerous legisiative proposals to ban o restrict tethering have been introduced in response o

requests by antilethering activists and animal rights groups.

Supporters of such proposals aflen recycle appalling pholos of dogs with bioady collars embedded in thelr necks and
starving dogs on chains with no water or sheiter. Pictures of such cruelty would horrify any dog lover

But are tethering bans really the solution their supportars suggest? Laws in all 50 states already make it a crime toleta

dog suffer injury from an embedded collar or to fail to provide a dog with necessary food, water and proper shelter. A

new ban on tethering is unikely to impact the actions of Iawbreakers who treat dogs cruelly in violation of existing laws.
ns

However, these proposals will adversely affect law-abiding o
who use a variety of safe and accepted methods to humanely tether
their dogs. A better and more effective way to protect dogs from
mistreatmentis to ensurs snforcement of cruelty and negligence laws,
regardess of the method of confinement an owner chooses

Proposed antl-tethering laws are problematic for responsible owners
who ulilze tethering to improve the lives of their dogs. Consider the.
following:

Blind and disabied dog owners who don't have fenced yards or
Immediate access to dog parks. Should disabled persans be

Sassy is a “pit bull”. She les ina quiet
suburban neighborhood with a family of two
adults, an E-yesr-old boy, and  10-year-okd i
Sassy spends most o her time insice with th
family and sleeps at the foot of the bed.
Ourside the downstairs famly room s "Sassy's
Place”, 2 covered brick patio enciosed on threa
sides. Sassy's lace has acefing fon, dog toys,
2 cushy dog bed,  bowi of resh water, and a

prevented from allowing their service dogs to enjoy piaytime
and off-duty relaxation via a tether?

Dog owners whe hike and camp in parks where dogs must be
restrained. Should these owners be forced to leave their dogs behind
on these mutually-enjoyable adventures because they are nof allowed
to safely tether their dogs while resting on the trail or while In

2

Owners who live in residential developments where fences are
ibited or restricted to  height insufficient to safely contain

2 dog. Should their dogs be denied outdoor exercise and playtime on
rs?

Owners of hunting dogs, field ral dage, and dogs properly

¥
with taining, bumrnq. and events.

e cavered
patio onto the beautifully landscaped grass of
the fenced backyard for a potty break or 1o
catch some rays.

On weskday mornings, Sassy comestothe
kitchen for breakfast, has 2 walk around the
neighborhood fon leash, of course), then
chases balls and flying discs in her fenced
backyard. Her family leaves for work and school
at7:30am. While they're away, she spends
her day in'Sassy's Place.

Her family retums home around 5:30 p.m. and

thelr first priority s to greet Sassy, throw some

ballsfor her, and bring her inside. She takes

partin the family's activiries until bedtime.

Sassy usually sieeps in the boy's room, thaugh
he cool

Owners of sled dogs who use tethers and
houses to ensure the comfort and safely of siedding breeds that
thrive in arctic climates.

And what about owners of escape-artist dogs? Not every owner is
abie to stay with their dogs 24-7. Dog awners have jobs, schodl
children, and ofher obligations. Tethering with proper access to shade,
shelter, and water may keep an escape-artist dog safe when a fence

Sassy Isa happy, healthy, wel-adjusted, well-
loved dog.

But Sassy's doys may be numbered—because
Sassy's owners use a tether to keep her safe.
when she’s n Sassy’s Place.

Continued next page

Here to Help You

AKC Government Relations

Become an

AKC Legislative Liaison

AKC’s Government
Relations Department

Here to Help You with the Fal[owﬂzﬁ Services:

» Professional staff with subject matter and regional expertise to address your particular needs

Contact legislators and their staffs to communicate concerns or express support for pending legislation on the local,
state, and federal level

Billfordinance analysis for pending canine legislation.

Talking poirits and materials for you to conduct your own media and public relations outreach
= Providing policy resource materials to you or directly to legislators, legisiators” staff, or other government officals

- Keeping AKC clubs and breeders up-to-date with tools including: an online legisiation tracking system; 3 location-
based e-mail alerts system to inform constituents about pending legislation in their state or community and to issue
calls for action; and the Tuking Command e-newsletter, which provides current updates on canine legislation and
policy issues around the country.

Online Legistative Action Center, a ane-stop resource for materials to assist you in defending your ights as a
respansile dog owner (www.akcgr.org).
» Downloadable online presentations to educate about key canine legisiation issues.

. to clubs and

day the country.
= Model laws, ideas, and options for effective canine legisiation

* Keeping federal legislators and their staffs informed on canine policy issues through the In Session newsletter.

* Recognizing your club's or organiration's efforts with Community Achievement Awards and the Walter Bebout
Memarial Award for Leadership in Canine Legislation ("Bebout Award") for exemplary work supporting responsible
dog owners in the legisiative arena

tor of the Year (Holt) and AKC Dog Friendly Community awards.
» AKC Legislative Conference, a gathering for AKC's grassroots leaders that includes training and networking

Canine Legislative Support Fund Educational Grants, up to $500 awards to assist with the expenses of developing,
administering, and presenting an educational program or event.

A Fewr Words About Strateqy:

public eye. While it may appear that AKC is not actively involved in the legilative or regulatory process, that is nat the
case. Many bills can be successfully addressed by full and public support or oppasition, but in some cases private nego-
fiation or a degree of compromise may be necessary. Resients who will be affected by legisiation are the best judge of
what degree of compromise is acreptable. AKC can assist those residents in making that decision, and will suppart it as
ong as it is not contrary to AKC's Baard-approved Canine Legisiation Position Statements.

Th i Kl ok Gt Lebioe Depimnt
8051 Arco Corporate Dy 00,
(19) 816

AMERICAN

Dispelling the Myths of
Cropped Ears, Docked Tails,
Dewclaws, and Debarking

- ! Issue Analysis: Dispelling the Myths of Cropped
Ears, Docked Tails, Dewclaws, and Debarking

urebred dogs are purpose-

bred dogs and come in all birth

Because the fate of many legislative proposals is decided behind the scenes, much of our work is conducted outside the

» Recognizing lawmakers and communities who support responsible dog owners and dog ownership with the Legisla-

KENNEL CLUB

www.akc org/govemment-relations GILEGS (6/17)

are performed so soon after
‘anesthesia should not

shapes and sizes qired. as this could be
teristics that maki e thsentoning o the

these dogs unique slso hel young puppy. Waiting until

them perform the function for they are old enotigh to han-

which they were bre dle snesthesia would
The physical appearance of

the dogs illustrates this, and is traumaic procedure

biopsy tool. The dog

sctually

resultin & more painfal and

Debarking, or *bark soft
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ume. When perormod cr

method s

Who are Legislative Liaisons?

Legislative Liaisons are dog club members who follow local and

state-level dog policy issues and provide an important comm
tions link berween their clubs and the AKC Government Rel
Department.

Does our club need a Legislative Liaison?

4 Protect Your Rights! Become an

AKC Legislative Liaison

How does AKC's Government.
Relations Department help?

unia-
jations

Yes! Every AKC club benefits from having

- 2 legislative contact. Legislative Liaisons
a legsla a + Free information packets, position
’ purchred - fanciers | wark ated and distributed by the depart-
4 . together 1o efficienty ment 1o help keep Legislarive Liai
4 and effectively address Tons informed,
- legislative issues.
A it  Tuking Comumand enewsletrer and
\ email updates keep Legislative Liai-
a0l - sons up-to-date on canine legislative
N issues occurring around the country.
What do Legislative Lialsons do? . Ausitance conacting other aisons
Legisiative  Linioms help their clubs influence loeal, state, and and federations of dog clubs that will
Joderul Jegislative iswues affecting purcbred dogs and theér owners. Their share their experiences in different ar-

resporsibiltes include

+ Monitoring their local news = Organizing and motivating club
and staying aware of issues  members [0 become active in

which may impact oursport.  the legislative process, a

- Aleriing the AKC 0 pending
legislative issues in their com-
‘munities or states

ciers to help advance legi

owners and breeders,
« Presenting the wviews and

other interested fin-

How can | become a
Legislative Liaison?

Check 1o see if your
egislative com
assit the imvolved members. If not

nd en-

slation

that will benefit purebred dog

interests of the purebred dog * Sharing their clubs' experiences
fancy to lawmakers, other  @nd expertise with government

citizens, and news media officials, members of the
munity, and other interested

* Receiving materials, updates
and advicc fom the AKC
Government Relations De. * Preparing their clubs for

fanciers.

com-

action

partment and disributing i should & logislative initiative

Visitthe Legislative ActionCenterand
toalbos (WWW.akegrorg) To access
advoeate resources, including: Leg
islative Alerts, blog posts, brochures,
and other vital information. Be sure
10 check back often, as we are contin-
uously adding new items

cas uf canine legislation

b has @ laison or
itee. If 50, wlonteer 1

Volunteer. Explain to your club offi-
cers what this position means, and ask
that the club either elect or appoint a
liaison,

Let the AKC know. Have a club
ficer send a note on club stationary
with the riew liaison's name, addre
telephone mumber. fue number and
e-mail address to the address below.

These materials and more are located at www.akcgr.org

Breed-Specific Legislation

Doesn't Work

BREED-SPECIFIC LEGISLATION
DOESN'T WORK

‘%’ BS5L DOES NOT PROTECT COMMUNITIES

e cor BEL tha ot

BSL IS DIFFICULT 'I'O ENFORCE

W compale o [ adbidnel
" e

BS5L 15 UNFAIR TO RESPONSIBLE OWNERS

B el [ Sawadnes

BSL COULD INCREASE COSTS FOR THE I:OMMLINI'HI

o

Adopt broed -.ulrulluwl thot addeess the dedldnwﬁﬂ( dng-u-vd ll\olr ‘owners, rather than
banning 2 an setire besed., Unifarmly-onk ira oll swners,

Communicating
Effectively with Your
Legislators

Communicating
Ettt“(‘tl\"f_‘lA with Your

Effectively Express Your Message and Differences of Gpinion in
the Public Policy Arena

Disagree Diplomatically

al eritcisms. It is

= When you disagres with 4 pasition, always focus on
persuasive arguments rather than pers

mever appropriate to use foul language or derogatory names.
It's easy to get frustrated. Remember you represent the purcbred dog community when
when lswmakers or special interest groups support legislation you lsteract writh clecied offictalx

that infri s et o el = Avwid threats ard never raise your voice of lose your temper

In order hnHr\.u\\.l\ lobby ful laws we must be.

o, e our e e, st amonsrss wpet | Prepare for Action

for the legislative process

Percaptions of problems.... s for Success

produce demards for a public policy response. For example, L. Follow your local news carefully. Watch for the kinds of
a dog bite incident may lead o calls for banning ceriain dog cvents that may & dog relaied proposal by your local

b It siations s mpotat ol oncheang
our clected officials about what stratcgics are truly effec

ow poarly crafied legislation can negarively impact m\pmmhtu
awners.

goverment. Don't forget o read the public notices section
of the local newspape: Thi s whese impoctat g
<, hearings, and details are usually nnounced.

Take dvantage of ol information. Yo < o1 couas
courthouse, your public ibrary, the Staff or clrk of the local
thing. This s why it i imperative that responsible dog owners ‘overnment, and even members. of the media are all cquipped
and breeders become a positive resource. The AKC® can provide sislative questions. Mosi phone books list
information and resources. but i's up t you to participate in the mumbers of local and stale government offices, and many
legislative process. :

M

Remember, our clected officials are trying o do the right

nents send frec informational matcrials
rize yourself with the localegislatve proce
edt in getting a proposal passed into law in

Pare public hearings roquired befors the assembly
o city council can vote? Are meetings open to the public?
Kn: . How can you get on

Credibility is based on knowledge
* Familiarize yourself with the propased Law as well a5 the exist-

* Educate yourself about the specific probler 3
nity and possible solutions: ends 1o speak at a heart wles for speak-
- Isa single irresponsible wner creating a problem? ig? How far in advance are hearings announced, and where
- Do.cument Laws already address the issue? are such announcements posted
5. Get to know your elested officials. Leam wh they are
‘what they support, their personal interests, when they were
elected and when they come up for re-clection. Arrange to

in your commu-

Persuasion is the Key to Success
« 1f ppropriate, offer an altcmative solution; even provide

sample ondinances. meet with your local officials t introduce yourself and your
* Effective enforcement of existing laws and providing respon- clubs interests.

sibie dog ow Sharc AKC 6 . Encourage club membe ke an interest

public sdacaton matcrials and pursuc options for distiibuting in legislative concerns. S| slative news with them

regularly. so that they will not be surprised if you suddenly
m\l wm an Appoint a Legislative Liaison for your club.
Con with ather groups. Tulk 1o groups that share

them in your community.

Respect

cropped. tails docked, or dew
elaws removed. While some

on-invasive, takes just &

couple minutes 1o yu\mm and

dog docking s ha o lasing negeiive
bhisbesnnen  are historical procedures... 5

Much of the opposition
segaring hes prce

R that help some dogs better 75 LN .

believe that this s purely aes
thetic, the
enhance the dog's ability to p

e procenres sty @Nd more safely perform the ‘L,m,u Man

why and how they are per
believe that thes
re pain

o he ks cumean oo TUNCtions for which they are E?,‘Zniu“w,i,\ o comemience

Debarking is another hotly

acbated procedure. s 0o OFiginally bred.”

purely a procedure of conven.

that allows a dog in certain circum.
es to remain i s laving home
ex than being sent 10 o sheler

Understanding the Procedures

SHEIE E
i e

o o procedare by whicha
oty s i e e o
D Lo Db o T
i cropped o

e teb g ot o he rrovatof s

postion of the tail The length that is
docked vasies depending on the breed.

Dogs with docked tails include Cocker
kshire

by the AKC have dacked tails. Some
dogs, such as the Old Eaglish Sheepdog
and Australian Shepherd, may appear to
be docked, but may have actually been
born with a “bobtail”, or naturally short
tail

Dasclats remanal i 8 procadure by
which the dewelaws, which are ssien-
tially extra claws that serve little to no
purpose for the majority of dogs, are

removed. Maost dogs are born with dew-

il docking and dewclaw removal are
performed shortly aftee birth, when the
Puppy's nervous system is not fully
developed. As s resull, the puppy feels
litle to 0 pain, and there are 1o lasting
negative health issues. Some lawmakers

have soght to require snesthests for

these procedures. However, since they

metic reasons and have no
value. This is complataly fulss
In fact, these practices are signit-

anily less painful and much

lLess physically traumatic for the dogs

is a safe, humane standard praetice ~
serves a practical p

o o e opping and il docking,

preserves a dog's abilty to perform its
historic funetion.

A Historieal Perspective
All dogs recognized by the AKC are

placed in one of seven

the tasks they were developed and often

ercin W
Groups, m,.,wm‘.‘. Ear cxopping and
il docking

poriormed
years that help some dogs better and
imore safely pérform the functions for
which they were originally bred

The Boxer, for example, s « working

Originlly printed in the American Kennel Club's In Ssssion newsletier, Spring lssus 2011

Summary
Position Statements

AMERICAN
KENNEL CLUB®

Position Statements
Animal Terrorism
The American Kennel Club® abhors acts of violence, bullying and intimidation commitied against dog owners, breeder:
kennels, pet storcs and rescarch facilitics by those who object to the kecping and use of animals. The AKC* respects the right
of all individuals to cxpress and advocaic personal opinions in lawful ways. We support full enforcement of the Animal
Enterprise Terorism Act and we strongly condemn illegal actions such as the “liberation” of dogs or destruction of property.
The AKC supports the right of people to own, train, interact with and exhibit their dogs without interference.

Breeding Regulations and Resirctions
The American Kernel Club, srongly supports and acively promotes s wide rnge of programs o educae the publi sbout
responsible purcbred brecding practices and the responsibilitics of dog owncrship. The AKC supports reasonable a
cnforcesble e thatprotect the welfae an halthof dogs nd do notrestritth righteofbreeders and ouences who meet their
responsibilities. The AKC opposes the concept of breeding permits, breeding bans or mandatory spay/neuter of purcbred dogs,
specifically those hased on the number of dogs awned or maintained. The AKC expects responsible dog owners and breeders
to know, understand and obey laws that apply to them,

Canis on Issues

AKC commends cxpericnced brecd chusiass who are educuing the public and ober breedersabout the need forlong temm
them to help new sues

of pets. National research majority of od dogs in the United St from owners

who are unable or unwilling to train, socialize, and care for their dog. The Amcican Keaocl Club b cocoursgs pt oweers
10 consider spaying o ncuteing thei dogs of a approprise ag if they do not want o paricipate in AKC conformation cvents
ore n responsible brecding programs. The American Kennel Club further supports programs dedicaicd o teaching the
pebuying publi how 10 fiad a respom ble b:wd\.rand how to make well-infonncd decisions when buying 2 dog acher than

buying on impulsc. Such

ot SpprOprate e m the lves, erehy

ers find a puppy or dog that is a good match for their lifestyle,

rensmg e kel hoed max the animal will stay with the owner for its entire life.
The AKC encourages owners and potcntial dog owners (o visit our website at www.ake.org o locate AKC Parcat Clubs which
are the national organizations that represent breeds recognized by the AKC. The American Kenael Club believes cuthanasia
should be employed onl last resort when all 'gs have failed. At the same time, AKC
recognizes that not sll ﬂm,- are adoptable due 10 temperament and heslth issues

mages in Cases lavolving Injury to Pets
The American Keanel Club supports the appropriate awarding of traditional economic damages in eases involving neg
injury to an animal. Together with eriminal laws that prohibit animal eruelty and dog fighting, and civil laws that address both
intentional and negligent injury o death of an animal, traditional economic damages in cases involving the negligent injury or
death to an animal helps ereate a stable legal system that promotes responsible animal ownership, deters animal abuse, and
promotes innovative, affordable, and quality animal care. The AKC opposes the awarding of non-economic damages in cases
involving the negligent injury to an animal

“Dangerous Dog” Control Legi
The American Kennel Club s res ble, enforceable, laws to govem the ownership of dogs. The
AKC believes that dog awners should be responsible for their dogs. We support laws that: establish a fair process by which
specific dogs are identified as “dangerous” based on stated, measurable actions; impose appropriate penalties on irresponsible:
owners; and establish a well-defined method for dealing with dogs proven to be dangerous. We belicve that, if necessary. dogs
proven to be “dangerous™ may need to be humanely destroyed. The AKC strongly opposes any legislation that determines a
dog to he "dangerous™ based on specific brezds or phenatypic classes of dogs.

Debarking
Debarking is a visble vetcrinary procedure that may allow a dog ewner to kecp a dog that barks cxcessively in its loving home

AKC Governmient Relations Department
8051 Arco Corporaie Drive. Suite 100 Raleigh, NC 27617-3390
Plane (919) §16-3720 » E-muf doglawiake.org

Economic Benefits of AKC

formation to fellow clob mem.  arise that cequires ingut from - e
= purehred dog awners and breed.  mestions? Contact AKC Government
s, Relations for more information.

N
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Visit us at www.akcgr.org and Follow us on Twitter @AKCLegAlerts

Dog Shows

The Economic Benefits ofAKC® Dog Events

I local economic impact of
an Kennel Club dog events:

MORE THAN $1.7 MILLION

52,000,000

51712500

$1,500.000

$1,000.000

5500000 +— §342.500

s
sa0 12350 2300
Ecibilors  Exbers  Exniitors
About the study: AKC dog events provide significant positive
Our goal was 1o identify spending in local communities by do economic benefits to the host community:
lovers who actend. participate in, and host American Kennel Club X
— Py . average of $685 per event in

more than 14,000 responded communities hosting AKC dog events.

= Local spending by participants in an AKC event can
ject more than $1.7 million into the community.

. travel more than 100 miles to get
to AKC events and spend at least two to three
Rights in the communities where events are held.
Mare than half bring traveling companions with
them.

Indivicual Spending
Distribution—Local
g Per Event
Camanes Pt S,

= The AKC licenses and sanctions more than 12,000
events across the country every year, including dog.
shows, agility and obedience trials, performance
events, and much more.

= AKC dog events are hosted by more than 5,000
clubs, which are not-for-profit volunteer
organizations.

+ Nationwide, AKC dog events have the potential to

te more than $1.5 billion a year in local
spending.

IEEEEESENEEE In addition to participant spending, communities benefic
¢F EEELciIEG from spending by the event-giving club, which may include:
£, FLrdfoz oz Lot e T, o v Ofcie s
#1 1§< 54 x - Facilty Rentl, Fees, Permits
P oe" 3 & - Rental Equipment, Tents, Chairs, Tables  + —r
E 5 = = Onesite Security, EMT, Veterinarian + Trophies
H + Local Vendors and Concessions + Advertsing

AKC Government Relations
8051 Arco Corporate Drive
Raleigh, NC 27617-3390
519.816-3720 » dogaw@ake.org
www sl org
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Taking Command

A publication of the AKC Government Relations.
Department

What's New from AKC Government
Relations

Breeder Expertise, Thoughtful Analysis
Demonstrate Dangerous Flaws In 'Feel
Good' Dog Law

U.S. Senator Richard Durbin introduced the “"Puppy
Protection Act” (S. 4757), a companion to U.S. House Bill
4552—measures that the AKC has expressed concerns
about

The proposal establishes federal mandates for animal
care for pet breeders subject to USDA licensing and
inspections. While many people think of this as the
realm “commercial breeders”, it also impacts smal
spedalty and hobby breeders

ragardless of the breed of dog thay cwn, ba be reapensible. When paired with stronghy-enfarced
amimal costrol lows (sch au lesh lews) oed incracssd peblic sducotion sffarts ts pramets
raxporaible deg ownarship, bresd-nautral dangersus dog laws bater protact communitiss.

Be your dog’s best friend and 4 good neighbor!

Be Your Dog's Best Friend
and A Good Neighbor

creatures who want to spend time with their owners. Play

Command Newsletter

Love amefaj‘ay Your ﬁaj/

FoLLow THESE 1 2 STEPS. You and your dog will
win lots of friends - and fans - around your neigh-
borhood.

TRAIN AND SOCIALIZE YOUR DOG Train your dog 1o re
spond to basic commands, such as sit, stay and come. T
ing elps keep your dag safe and helps ensure that kids and
other people will be safe around your dog. Introduce your dog
to many adults and hildren so it will be comfortable around
strangers.

LEASH YOUR DOG Always keep your dog on a leash in
public. Obey Tocal leash and licensing Taws. Loose dogs can
‘et il by cars or cause traffic accidents. I possible, consider
 fenced-in enclosure or yard.

IDENTIFY YOUR DOG Be sure to keep your dog’s identifica-

o g vith cotact nomaton up 10 st on s culr

all s, Consde acroctiing &4 s of pemaneat

.aU.muwm Thonin

o grealyinreine th chinee your dog il b refumed
raion.

identificati

cascof scq

bags in your pocket 1o use for quick and easy pick up.

(CONSIDER SPAY AND NEUTER If you don't plan 1o partici-
pate in dogs shows or breed your purehred dog, spaying an
neulering are responsible ways (o prevent aceidental breed-
ings that result in unwanied puppies.

STOP BOTHERSOME BARKING While mest dogs bark for
‘zood reason, few things will alienate you from your neigh:
bars more quickly than excessive barking. Dags ate social

with your dog every day, and provide dog chews and toys.
Exercise and training also provide outlets for excess energy.

WATCH THE WEATHER Never leave your dog unsupervised
in direct sunlight or a closed vehicle. This can cause heat
stroke and death, Be sure 1o provide adequate shelter for your
dog in all types of weather

IN CASE OF EMERGENCY d
otler pets are part of y ergency evacuation
plan. Rehearse the plan repeatedly with your family.
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NUTRITION Consisteney is key when it comes to feeding
vour dog. Feed the same high quality dog foad s the same
time each day, Don't overfesd, Provide plenty of fresh waer,
and keep your dog’s bowls clean

Be sure that your dog
bur organized

EXERCISE Exercise your dog
of heart disease, joint problems, diabetes and overall poor

health. Consider your dog's age. health and current activity
fevel when starting 1 new exereise routine

larly to reduce the risk

GROOMING Brush and bathe your dog on a regular basis.
Keep his ears clean. Clip his nails too!

VETERINARY CARE Take your dog to the vet for a check-up
at least once a year, Stay cutent an vaccinations. and main-
tain a flea-and-tick-contro] program. If you are unc
o treat your dog's medical needs or if you have any qu(xh(m:
sbout your dog’s he:

contact your veterinarian
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8051 Arco Corgorate Dr.,Sic. 100

sleigh. NC 27617-3390
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Why Mandatory Spay/Neuter
Laws are Ineffective

Why Mandatory
Spay/Neuter Laws are Ineffective

N2 o shoukd ever g
unwanted. Stories
relinquished to shelters break the hearts
of every dog

These issues are the result of a variety
of causes. National research organize
tions have reported that the majority of
unwanted dogs in the United States come
from owners who are unable or unwilling
to train, socialize, and care fo their dogs.

As part of encoutaging responsible
dog ownership, the American Kennel
Club (AKC] urges pet owners to spay
and neuter their dogs if they do not want
o participate in AKC dog shows or
performance events or use them in
respansible breeding program. The AKC
supports public education programs that
teach future pet-buyers and help current

“Nearly one in every

two families in the
United States has

a dog, generating a

significant demand

for well-bred puppies.”

mandatory steriization policies. basic animal &

Identifying the Problem

Althongh MSN may sound like a logi-
eal solution to-the problem of umwanted
dogs, they only address a symptom of
the problem. A truly effective solution
will require addressing this larger issue

National studies and anecdotal experi-
ences of sheliers across the country
demonstrate that economics also plays a
significant role in animal relinguishment.
Unemployment, tighter budgets, and
other monetary concerns inchuding
unexpected relocation all contribute ta
families to giving up pets.

As communites recognize that there
are irvesponsible dog owners who do nat
propery train their dogs and who allow

trol laws they

already tasked with enfurcing.
Many communities that enact MSN

Iaws find tha enforcement can be expen-

resulted in .22 percent inerease in ani-

mal control expenditures, as well as an

overall decrease in licensing projected 1o

reduce revenue by $400,000. The City of

Santa Cruz, Califoria, experienced a

¥ cost increase over the fist 12 years

of implementation.

Angeer’budget balloomed fom $6.7

million (0 $18 million following imple-
s increases in animal

dog owners understand the great respon
sibility that comes with dog ownership.
‘Some policymakers and groups assert
that the solution is mandatory
spay/neuter laws. The AKC dis
agrees. Unlike voluntary programs,

pund they result in significant co
increases nd many ctbr wnitendied
consequence o tespone dog o

their dogs to roam or o
nuisance, it becomes inereasingly evi-
dent that most problems stem from
owner irresponsibility. Mandatory
spayneuter aws il ot addressthese
problems; ex, they will punish law
abiding citizens who wish to keep an
intact animal, while those who already
neglct thei espunablicn il kely
continue thai behav

swever

o it s nm(!.htmﬂuud{r!wr{(
tssue of tmsponsible dog ouners

For these reasans, the American
Kennel Club is joined by numerous
organizations including the American
Veterinary Medical Association, the
National Animal Interest Alliance, and
the American Society for the Prevention
of Cruehy to Animals in opposing

v ded Cs

Mandatory spay/neuter laws also have
a tendency 1o create problems for com
‘musities because they are very difficult
to enforee and can be easily evaded by
avaiding dog licensing

MSN laws also greatly increase the
workload for animal control offices,
who must now also verily the steriliza.

tian of residents” pes o the

the

sghout the country from Colorado
to Noush Carolina to Washington

Mandatory spay/neuter policies prove
expensive for the public as well. When
these laws are established, many cities
find that their publicly- funded low-cost
=pay/neuter programs cannot meet the
demand, which forees dog owners to pay
full price for the procedure. This can be

& huge Anancia! burden for ome
dog owners, who may uldmately be
forced to choose between harboring an
gl st dor o i

a sheher because they cannot
ord the proceduse.

Unintended broader public health and
safety consequences should also be con-
sidered. The American Veterinary
Medical Association’s “Dog and Cat
Fopulation Control” poliey notes that the
mandatory nature of these laws may

o canine welfre. 1 adiion 1 ene dog
es or animal owner groups make

* Always be professional and polite in communs
clecied officials.

AN Government Aelatians Dep
8051 Arca Corpocste Or, Ste. 100, Raleigh, NC 27617
19198163720, doglawdake org
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Local Economic Impact/
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2019 State Economic Impacts

To view the economic impact of AKC Events in a particular state, please cl
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“ost breeders don't think of themselves as having much in common
3ut many anti-breeder extremists already consider you one, and a sh
ng in dozens of commun|

s across the country defines just 2

"hroughout the country. animal rights groups are pushing an initiativ
hat target retail pet stores as a way to put both dog breeders and re

Jver the last year, dozens of local jurisdictions have considered prop
yets at pet stores. Proponents justify the initiatives by claiming that :
rom facilities they call “out-of- state puppy mills.”

“he current batch of anti- breeder proposals target legal and highly-
ind professional breeders as being “puppy mills” or substandard dea

1ew definitions for the terms “retail pet store”,
yreeders to think the laws don't impact them. But if you look at the f

pet shop” or “pet sell

if breeders and retailers often include anyone who breeds or sells m

rear.,




