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Canine Legislation Position Statement

RESPONSIBLE DOG OWNERSHIP

The American Kennel Club® believes that owning a dog is a rewarding experience that brings
great joy and happiness to any household. With dog ownership comes long-term emotional and
financial commitment and a variety of responsibilities. Accordingly, we encourage potential
owners to closely evaluate their lifestyle before deciding to obtain a dog and to give careful
consideration to what breed will best suit them. They are encouraged to visit the AKC® website,
www.akc.org, to do their research.

AKC strongly urges puppy purchasers to seek responsible, ethical breeders as resources for their
dogs. We further encourage owners to provide proper care, training and socialization to ensure
that their pets remain happy members of their family, respectable members of the community
and well-mannered canine good citizens. AKC and its affiliated clubs offer a wide range of
educational programs and materials to teach dog owners how to reach these goals while enjoying

their dogs for many years to come.

805! Arco Corporate Drive, Suite 100  Raleigh, NC 27617-3390 Tel 919-816-3600 www.akc.org


http://www.akc.org/

