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Canine Legislation Position Statement

USE OF DOGS IN RESEARCH

The American Kennel Club® recognizes the invaluable contributions to both human and
veterinary medical knowledge and practices that have resulted from medical research on animal
subjects, including dogs. The American Kennel Club believes that all efficacious alternatives to
the use of dogs should be explored before using dogs, that the research should clearly necessitate
the use of dogs, and that standards of humane care and treatment of such dogs should be
scrupulously observed. Also, the American Kennel Club strongly believes that individuals who
utilize dogs in research should bear full responsibility for ascertaining the source of their dogs
and for assuring that suppliers comply with federal, state and local regulations.
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