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MediaWiki

● Wiki platform written primarily in PHP
● Scales from running wikis like Wikipedia to shared 

hosting or a personal server
● Supports MySQL/MariaDB, SQLite, PostgreSQL
● Strong security track record
● Hundreds of extensions to add functionality
● Localized in 350+ languages
● GPL v2 or later, most extensions licensed similarly



  

About Me

● Wikipedian since 2007
● MediaWiki developer since 2012
● Student, also employed by Wikimedia 

Foundation
● Concerned about health of MediaWiki 

ecosystem, and wikis left on significantly older 
versions

● Began working on Debian package at 
Wikimania 2015



  

MediaWiki in Debian

● “mediawiki” package provides MediaWiki Core and 
bundled extensions that receive upstream security 
support
– 1.19 packaged for jessie: originally released in 2012, 

security support ended in 2015
● “mediawiki-extensions” package provides 

assortment of various extensions
– Unclear security status or upstream support

● Included in jessie, but removed shortly afterwards 
due to lack of security support

● Upstream recommended against package
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Changes to Debian package

● MySQL/MariaDB as recommended database 
engine

● Apache2 configuration works out of the box
● Abandon “mediawiki-extensions” mega 

package
● Develop and review packaging changes in 

Wikimedia’s Gerrit instance
● Bug tracking in Wikimedia’s bug tracker and 

bugs.debian.org



  

Challenges with Debian

● A bug tracker solely based around email is hard.
– Even for users familiar with command-line, reportbug can be 

hard to use
– Solution: Users can use Wikimedia’s Phabricator bug tracker 

to report bugs
● Lack of pre-commit review system

– I prefer having my sponsor review patches before they are 
committed

– Solution: Git repository is hosted at gerrit.wikimedia.org, which 
facilitates pre-commit review

● Benefits: More drive-by contributions by MediaWiki 
regulars



  



  



  



  

Challenges with Debian

● NEW queue is discouraging and disheartening
– After waiting 3 months...
– REJECTs are an all or nothing system, even for something 

that could be trivially fixed in a follow-up upload.
– Recommendation: Have a “-1” status for small issues that 

need fixing, but don’t necessitate the bluntness of a rejection.
● Lack of standardized/recommended tooling for newbies

– sbuild, debuild, pbuilder, which do I use?
– Recommendation: Pick one, and recommend it along with 

git-buildpackage for new Debian maintainers.



  

Changes to MediaWiki

● Introduction of a “Long Term Support” release, 
designed around Debian release cycles



  

Ubuntu PPA

● Not in xenial due to removal from jessie, no 
response on backport request ticket

● Ubuntu PPA provides latest LTS for Trusty & 
Xenial



  

Next steps

● Begin packaging popular extensions: 
VisualEditor (WYSIWG editor), Scribunto (Lua 
templates)

● Provide systemd unit for background job 
processing

● HHVM support out of the box
● Provide stable versions of MediaWiki via a PPA



  

Questions / Contact

● Email: legoktm at member.fsf.org
● IRC: legoktm on irc.{freenode,oftc}.net
● Wiki: mediawiki.org/wiki/User_talk:Legoktm/Packages
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